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EDWARD  CASPER  STOKES 


County,  New  Jersey;  then  to  Woodbury,  in  Gloucester  County;  then 
to  Medford,  in  Burlington  County,  and  from  there  in  1871,  to  Mill- 
ville, in  Cumberland  County.  His  father’s  family  came  of  old 
English  Quaker  stock,  who  followed  William  Penn  to  New  Jersey. 
On  his  mothers  side  his  ancestors  were  of  Welsh  and  English  stock, 
who  first  settled  in  Virginia  and  then  moved  to  Northern  New  Jersey. 
They  were  all  of  the  Methodist  faith,  and  Mr.  Stokes  himself  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Millville.  Mr. 
Stokes  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Millville.  He  took  a 
course  preparatory  for  college  at  the  Friends  School,  Providence, 
R.  I.,  and  graduated  with  the  highest  honors  at  Brown  University  in 
1883.  On  account  of  the  ill  health  of  his  father,  who  was  at  that  time 
cashier  in  the  Millville  National  Bank,  Mr.  Stokes  was  elected  to  the 
position  of  teller  in  that  institution.  He  soon  began  to  interest  him- 
self in  the  educational  work  of  the  city,  and  in  1889  was  elected 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools.  In  the  following  year  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  House  of  Assemuy,  and  re-elected  in  1891. 
In  1892  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Senate  of  New  Jersey,  and 
re-elected  for  two  additional  terms.  He  was  chosen  President  of 
the  Senate  in  1895.  While  he  was  a member  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly he  took  an  active  part  in  opposing  the  race  track  bills  and 
coal  combine  legislation,  and  he  introduced  and  pressed  to  its  pass- 
age the  bill  providing  for  the  weekly  payment  of  wages  in  cash.  In 
the  Senate  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  investigation  of  the 
State  House  frauds. 

Mr.  Stokes  has  always  been  especially  interested  in  affairs  relating 
to  public  education.  He  was  chairman  of  the  commission  which 
revised  and  codified  the  present  school  laws.  He  was  the  originator 
of  the  principle  under  which  nearly  a million  dollars  of  the  State’s 
funds  are  appropriated  for  local  school  purposes,  and  by  which  a 
State  school  tax  has  been  prevented.  He  has  been  a leader  in  for- 
mulating various  bills  to  this  end.  Every  increase  in  the  State’s 
appropriations  for  public  schools  has  been  earnestly  advocated  by 
him. 


EDWARD  CASPER  STOKES 


I 

i 


r 


As  a business  man  he  has  spent  hi«  life  in  connection  with  bank- 
ing institutions,  having  been  elected  President  of  the  Mechanic’s 
Bank  of  Trenton  in  1899.  He  has  naturally,  therefore,  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  State’s  finances.  He  was  the  first  President 
of  the  New  Jersey  Bankers’  Association.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  has  been  especially  noted  for  htl 
opposition  to  extravagant  uses  of  public  moneys.  At  the  close  of 
his  term  as  State  Senator  he  was  appointed  Clerk  in  Chancery,  and 
m 1902  he  came  within  three  votes  of  receiving  the  caucus  nomina- 
tion for  United  States  Senator.  During  the  last  three  years  he  has 
served  as  Acting  Chairman  of  the  Republican  State  Committee. 
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ADDRESS  OF  HON.  WILLIAM  M.  JOHNSON. 

Chairman  Repuh^^can  State  Convention,  Trenton,  Septem>> 

her  20,  1904. 

Fellow  Republicans  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention : I greatly 
appreciate  the  distinguished  honor  of  presiding  over  this  splendid 
convention,  representing  the  200,000  Republican  voters  of  New 
Jersey. 

The  Republicans  of  New  Jersey  have  met  to-day,  confident  and 
aggressive.  They  are  enthusiastic  and  unanimous  in  the  support  of 
Roosevelt  and  Fairbanks  and  of  the  great  principles  of  the  party 
which  were  reaffirmed  at  the  convention  at  Chicago.  The  Republi- 
can victories  in  Oregon,  Vermont  and  Maine  point  with  certainty  to 
a greater  victory  in  November.  We  have  a platform  that  fits  the 
candidates,  and  candidates  that  fit  the  platform.  No  belated  telegram 
to  a tired  and  discordant  convention  was  necessary  to  announce  to 
the  world  that  our  candidate  claimed  to  be  saner  and  sounder  than 
his  party.  We  are  more  fortunate  than  our  opponents,  for  we  are 
not  compelled  to  reverse  the  political  declarations  of  the  past  eight 
years  and  to  admit  that  during  all  that  time  our  adversaries  were 
right  and  we  were  wrong.  We  are  not  obliged  to  appeal  to  the 
people  for  support  on  the  ground  that  we  have  repudiated  the  prin- 
ciples which  for  two  campaigns,  at  the  least,  we  had  declared  sacred 
and  unalterable.  We  are  not  driven  to  the  humiliating  necessity  of 
confessing  that  we  have  been  unsound  and  unsafe  both  in  principle 
and  in  practice,  but  that  under  the  stress  of  political  disaster  we 
have  become  so  sane  and  so  safe  that  now  we  may  be  trusted  with 
the  administration  of  public  affairs.  The  Democratic  party,  by  its 
suppression  or  partial  repudiation  of  those  doctrines  which  were  its 
chief  political  assets  in  1896  and  1900,  has  gone  into  volunt-ary  bank- 
ruptcy, but  now  pleads  to  be  discharged  and  claims  that  having 
promised  to  lead  an  honest  life,  it  is  entitled  to  displace  from  the 
management  of  affairs  those  whose  financial  ability  and  integrity 
have  never  been  questioned  and  under  whose  administration  the 
country  has  been  most  prosperous  and  successful.  Our  adversaries 
admit  that  on  the  money  question  thev  have  been  wrong  and  we  have 
been  right,  and  yet  they  demand  that  the  American  people  should 
displace  the  party  that  has  been  right  and  put  in  power  the  party  that 
was  wrong. 

Why  Democracy  Fails. 

What  an  amazing  facility  the  Democratic  party  has  of  getting  on 
the  wrong  side  of  every  important  question.  They  proclaimed  the 
war  a failure  just  as  the  victorious  armies  of  Grant  and  Sherman 
were  bringing  the  Rebellion  to  a close.  They  opposed  the  issue  of 
greenbacks  when  the  exigencies  of  a great  national  emergency  re- 
quired their  issue  as  a war  measure.  They  favored  the  payment  of 
the  national  debt  in  greenbacks,  and  the  consequent  repudiation  of 
the  nation’s  sacred  obligation  to  its  creditors.  In  1872,  although 
committed  to  free  trade  and  to  the  unalterable  principles  of  the 
Dernocratic  party,  they  nominated  a life-long  abolitionist  and  Re- 
publican, Horace  Greeley,  the  Apostle  of  Protection  of  American  in- 
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dustries.  In  1876  the  deiiounced  the  resumption  act  of  1875  as  a 
hindrance  to  the  return  to  specie  payments  and  demanded  its  imme- 
diate repeal  only  to  be  confronted  with  the  successful  resumption  of 
specie  payments  at  the  time  specified  by  that  act. 

Later  on,  in  1896,  they  stole  the  platform  of  the  People’s  party  and 
adopted  it  as  their  own.  Their  insistent  demand  for  the  free  and 
unlimited  coinage  of  silver  at  the  ratio  of  16  to  i ; their  denunciation 
of  the  exercise  by  the  courts  of  the  constitutional  power  to  protect 
the  rights  of  persons  and  property;  their  savage  attacks  on  imperial- 
ism, so-called,  and  the  aid  and  comfort  they  afforded  the  Filipinos 
in  their  insurrection  against  the  lawful  authority  of  the  government 
are  all  matters  of  recent  history. 

They  denounced  Lincoln  as  a tyrant,  Grant  as  a czar,  McKinley  as 
an  imperialist,  and  now  the  resources  of  the  English  language  are 
exhausted  to  describe  the  dangers  of  a Roosevelt. 

They  talk  of  the  unalterable  doctrines  of  Democracy;  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  and  yet  they  dare  not  so  much 
as  reaffirm  the  platform  adopted  in  1896  and  1900.  Is  it  any  wonder 
that  the  people  have  been  unwilling  to  restore  them  to  power? 

Proud  of  Our  Party. 

But  while  the  Democratic  party  has  been  conspicuous  for  its  fail- 
ures and  can  only  hope  for  success  on  the  theory  that  it  has  re- 
formed and  is  now  safe  and  sane,  yet  as  Republicans  we  are  proud 
of  our  party,  of  its  past  history,  its  high  ideals,  and  of  those  abiding 
principles  which  have  ever  made  it  the  party  of  patriotism  and 
progress.  What  history  is  crowded  in  the  fifty  years  of  its  existence ! 
Its  unbroken  record  of  performance,  its  magnificent  achievements,  its 
fidelity  to  principle,  its  progressive  spirit  and  constructive  force  by 
which  it  has  met  great  emergencies  in  the  past,  are  the  basis  of  our 
appeal  to  the  country  for  a renewal  of  popular  confidence.  The 
qualities  are  fixed  and  permanent.  The  qualities  and  tendencies  of 
the  Republican  party  being  founded  on  lofty  ideals  are  fixed  and  per- 
manent. The  party  of  Lincoln,  the  party  of  McKinley,  cannot  fail 
to  be  actuated  by  a loyal  devotion  to  the  great  principles  on  which 
it  was  founded.  We  may  go  back  to  the  formation  of  the  party 
fifty  years  ago,  or  consider  its  platforms  and  its  records  since  that 
time,  including  the  three  years’  administration  of  President  Roose- 
velt, and  there  is  nothing  that  we  are  ashamed  of,  nothing  that  we 
desire  or  propose  to  repudiate  or  change. 

We  have  nominated  as  our  candidate  a man  of  flesh  and  blood, 
whose  opinions  on  every  public  question  are  known  and  read  of  all 
men.  He  is  not  a sph>mx  or  a mystery,  afraid  to  speak  lest  he  may 
disturb  some  wing  of  a discordant  party.  His  words  and  his  senti- 
ments, his  character  and  his  performance,  all  prove  the  courage,  the 
honesty  and  the  splendid  manhood  of  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

Tire  Next  Governor. 

But  this  convention  has  assembled,  not  only  to  nominate 
candidates  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States,  but  also  to  name  the  next  Governor  of  this  State.  Re- 
publican supremacy  was  established  in  New  Jersey  eleven  years  ago. 
three  years  before  Bryanism  and  free  silver  had  disrupted  the 
Democracy  of  this  State,  the  people  had  decided  to  transfer  to  the 
Republican  party  the  administration  of  State  affairs,  and  for  eleven 
years  we  have  had  a majorit>’  in  both  branshes  of  the  l^islature. 
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In  1895,  for  th«  first  time  in  thirty  years,  a Republican  governor  was 
elected,  to  be  followed  by  Republican  successors  in  1898  and  1901. 
Twice  within  that  period  has  the  State  given  majorities  of  oyer 
50.000  for  the  Republican  candidate  for  Pre.sident,  and  in  so-called 
off  years  majorities  averaging  over  20.000  for  the  legislative  and 
congressional  tickets.  The  three  Republican  administrations  ending 
with  that  of  Governor  Murphy  have  been  conservative,  wise  and 
progressive.  The  pledges  under  which  the  party  was  intrusted  with 
power  have  been  fulfilled.  The  long  lease  of  political  control  has 
not  made  the  party  corrupt  or  reckless.  In  spite  of  the  vast  income 
of  the  State  and  the  natural  tendency  to  extravagance,  there  has  been 
a watchful  care  in  the  disposal  of  the  State’s  resources,  and  a return 
to  the  people  out  of  the  surplus  income  in  the  last  four  years  of  over 
$3,600,000,  applicable  to  the  direct  reduction  of  taxes  for  school  pur- 
poses. Good  roads  have  been  fostered  and  built.  The  public  institu- 
tions have  been  maintained  and  enlarged  as  our  increasing  population 
has  made  it  necessary.  We  have  been  free  from  corruption  and 
scandals ; and  although  there  has  been  the  usual  criticism  of  the 
legislature  for  its  acts  of  omission  and  of  commission  which  we  have 
been  accustomed  to  hear  from  time  immemorial,  yet  in  the  main  the 
legislation  has  been  safe  and  judicious  and  has  merited  the  popular 
approval  which  it  received.  The  incumbents  of  the  office  of  Gover- 
nor have  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  State  with  admirable  discretion 
and  efficiency.  They  have  fairly  maintained  the  policy  of  non-parti- 
sanship in  the  appointments  to  State  boards  and  institutions,  and 
have  sustained  the  high  character  of  our  judiciary  by  selections  for 
the  bench  of  those  well  qualified  for  such  positions,  observing  in 
the  higher  courts  a full  recognition  of  political  affiliati-ons,  so  as  ^ 
keep  our  judiciary  free  from  partis.an  politics. 

Equal  Taxation. 

The  Democratic  convention  which  assembled  in  this  city 
last  week  nominated  as  its  candidate  for  Governor. a most  estimable 
and  intelligent  gentlemen  of  irreproachable  character  and  adopted 
a platform  largely  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  the  subject  of  equal 
taxation,  and  which  contained  a declaration  in  favor  of  a change  of 
the  railroad  tax  law  in  certain  specified  particulars. 

I The  present  law,  so  far  as  it  affects  the  taxation  of  railroad  prop- 
erti',  was  passed  in  1884  after  a preliminary  discussion  of  the  subject 
for  several  years  and  after  a long  and  determined  struggle  in  the 
legislature..  The  constitutionality  of  the  law  was  bitterly  contested 
by  the  railroads,  who  claimed  that  they  were  unfairly  burdened,  and 
after  protracted  litigation  was  finally  sustained  by  the  court  of  last 
resort  as  being  in  compliance  with  the  constitutional  mandate  “that 
property  shall  be  assessed  for  taxes  under  general  laws  and  by  uni- 
form rides  according  to  its  true  value.”  The  law  has  remained  in 
force  twenty  years,  through  successive  Democratic  and  Republican 
administrations,  and  has  been  productive  of  large  revenues  to  the 
State. 

Changing  conditions,  especially  the  gradual  and  constant  absorp- 
tion of  real  property  for  railroad  use,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal 
of  the  same  for  local  taxation,  have  resulted  in  an  urgent  demand 
for  a revision  of  this  law.  This  demand  for  revision  is 
one  that  must  be  respected,  but  the  subject  is  not  a 
simple  one.  It  is  a complex  problem,  full  of  difficulties,  the  solu- 
tion of  which  depends  upon  an  accurate  knowledge  of  all  the  facts 
and  factors  relating  thereto.  It  is  not,  and  ought  not,  to  be  so  much 
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a political  question  as  a practical  question,  to  be  settled  only  after 
the  most  intelligent  discussion  possible  of  the  subject 
The  law  as  it  now  stands  provides  that  the  railroad  roadbed  or 
mam  system,  known  as  tirst-class  property,  shall  be  assessed  as  a 
whole  by  the  State  board  of  assessors,  and  a tax  thereon  and  upon 
the  personal  property  and  franchises  paid  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  thousand  for  the  benefit  of  the  State,  and  that  all  other  property 
used  for  railroad  purposes,  outside  of  this  main  stem,  shall  be  also 
assessed  in  the  same  manner,  and  a tax  thereon  paid  at  the  local  rate 
for  the  benefit  of  the  municipality,  such  taxes,  however,  not  exceed- 
ing fifteen  dollars  per  thousand. 


Best  Method  of  Tax  Reform. 

The  Democratic  party  platform  now  demands  that  the  property, 
other  than  the  franchises,  of  every  railroad  company  in  New  Jersey, 
shall  be  taxed  in  each  municipality  at  the  local  rate  and  the  tax 
collected  by  the  State  and  paid  over  to  the  various  municipalities  for 
their  benefit,  thus  diverting  to  the  municipalities  a large  amount  of 
taxes  now  received  by  the  State.  This  may  be  wise.  This  may  be 
fair  and  equitable,  and  if  it  is,  the  Republican  party  will  stand  oledged 
to  favor  It.  But  whether  it  is  wise,  whether  it  is  fair,  whether  it  is 
equitable,  whether  it  is  the  best  method  of  tax  reform,  is  a question 
that  cannot  be  decided  off-hand.  It  cannot  of  propriety  be  made  the 
subject  of  a party’s  caucus.  It  cannot  be  determined  without 
thoughtful  investigation  and  consideration  by  intelligent  and  careful 
students  of  the  subject;  therefore,  I do  not  believe  that  this  con- 
vention should  , or  will,  specifically  declare  what  precise  form  the 
revision  of  the  railroad  tax  law  should  take.  We  should  be,  and  are, 
committed  to  the  policy  of  equal  taxation.  If  the  investigation 
should  show  that  the  railroads  ar^  favored  by  the  present  methods, 
and  I believe  they  are.  laws  should  be  passed  which  will  compel  them 
to  pay  their  just  quota  of  taxes. 

This  whole  subject  is  under  investigation  by  a special  commission 
appointed  by  the  Governor  under  authority  of  the  legislature.  That 
this  commission  is  an  intelligent  one  is  shown  by  the  declaration 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  convention.  In  referring  to  it  he 
said : “The  commission  is  ably  constituted,  and  under  ordinary  con- 
ditions the  people  could  await  its  report  before  consenting  to  an 
agitation  of  the  question,  but  the  matter  is  one  of  pressing  import- 
ance and  it  does  not  follow  that  the  report  of  the  commission,  how- 
ever faithful  its  work  will  furnish  a satisfactory  solution."  When 
it  is  thus  officially  declared  by  such  good  Democratic  authoritv  that 
the  commission  is  “ably  constituted.”  and  when  also  it  is  recalled  that 
the  most  prominent  and  experienced  member  of  that  commission  is 
now  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor,  who  has  given  this  tax 
question  his  attention  for  years,  it  certainly  shows  an  amazing  self- 
confidence  on  the  part  of  the  framers  of  the  Democratic  platform 
and  a lack  of  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  their  candidate  for  them 
to  settle  this  important  question  before  this  able  commission  shall 
have  finished  its  investigation  and  reported  its  conclusions. 

No  Uncertain  Terms. 

Now.  it  may  he  said,  and  I am  prepared  to  deny  it  at  this  time, 
because  the  question  is  now  under  expert  investigation,  that  the 
laucs-i  nieihqd  ot  disposing  of  the  tax  on  real  estate  of  railroad 
corporations  is  that  embodied  in  the  Democratic  platform.  I do  know 
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however,  that  this  subject  is  of  vital  importance  to  every  municipal- 
ity of  the  State  and  not  only  to  those  in  Hudson  county,  where  are 
the  terminals  of  the  great  trunk  lines  of  the  county  which  are  con- 
stantly absorbing  and  withdrawing  from  local  ta.xation  immense 
arnounts  of  valuable  property  to  be  devoted  to  railroad  uses.  That 
this  convention  will  declare  itself  in  favor  of  revision  and  reform  in 
the  railroad  tax  law  1 confidently  believe.  The  details  of  this  re- 
vision and  reform  it  is  practically  impossible  to  define. 

The  legislature  to  be  elected  this  year  will  be  pledged  to  the  enact- 
ment of  proper  laws  to  carry  out  such  reform  as  mav  be  deemed  wise. 
Already  the  Republican  county  conventions  in  Essex,  in  Hudson,  in 

ve  no  doubt  in  other  counties  of  the 
State,  nominating  candidates  for  the  legislature,  have  declared  in  no 
uncertain  terms  in  favor  of  a revision  and  reform  of  the  railroad 
tax  law  so  that  all  property,  railroad  or  individual,  may  be  taxed  upon 
what  IS  actually  the  same  basis.  The  futility  of  an  attempt  to  define 
in  explicit  terms  the  method  of  taxation  of  railroad  propertv  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  the  Democratic  platform  as  originallv  pre- 
pared and  printed  was  subsequently  modified  in  various  important 

day  of  the  convention,  and  after  an  early  edition 
had  been  issued,  a revised  and  changed  declaration  of  principles  was 
finally  adopted. 

The  problem  is  undoubtedly  an  important  one  and  one  which  must 
be  settled,  but  let  the  subject  be  inve.<;tigated  and  the  figures  studied 
report  of  the  commission  having  this  subject  under  con- 
sideration. Let  the  legislature  carefully  and  impartially  enact  such 
laws  as  will  be  fair  to  all  and  will  compel  the  railroads  of  the  State 
to  pay  their  just  quota  of  taxes. 

No  Uztravagance. 

A large  section  of  the  Democratic  platform  is  devoted  to  the  charge 
of  e.xtravagance  against  the  Republican  administration,  and  figures 
are  cited  to  show  the  great  increase  in  public  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures. The  State  is  rich  and  prosperous.  Its  income,  largely  the 
, result  of  prosperous  conditions  following  the  establishment  of  Repiib- 
I lican  policies  in  the  country,  has  increased  yearly,  so  that  the  balance 

I shown  to  be  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  was 

nearly  three  millions  of  dollars.  This  constantly  increasing  surplus, 

' though  better  than  a deficit,  is  not  to  be  regarded'as  entirely  favorable 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  people.  Such  large  sums  in  the  treasury 
have  a tendency  to  promote  extravagance  and  want  of  care  in  appro- 
priations, and  therefore  one  of  the  subjects  before  the  tax  commis- 
sion, to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  railroad  tax  question, 

^ IS  the  probable  continuance  of  this  large  income,  the  actual  re- 
quirements of  the  State  and  the  proper  method  of  distributing 
I the  surplus  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  people.  I denv,  how- 
ever, that  the  figures  stated  in  the  Democratic  platform  fairly  or 
necessarily  indicate  extravagance  on  the  part  of  the  party  in  power. 

It  IS  charged,  for  instance,  that  in  1903  the  disbursements  from  the 
Mate  treasury  were  $4,310,000.  as  against  $1,857,000  in  1803.  But 
When  the  character  of  the  expenditures  in  the  last  fiscal  year  is  ex- 
atnined  it  will  be  seen  that  the  charge  of  extravagance  is  not  sus- 
I lamed,  tor  instance,  this  item  of  $4,310,000  includes  the  return  to  ihe 
municipalities  of  this  State  of  $916,000  to  be  applied  by  them  to  their 
; .late  .school  tax.  This  is  in  nowise  a State  expenditure.  In  includes 
• 122.000  for  enlargements  to  the  state  capitol,  absolutely  necessary 
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to  the  transaction  ot  business.  It  includes  $i8s/X)o  for  the  new  re- 
formatory, a penal  institution  of  the  highest  order  of  merit,  started 
by  a Democratic  administration  and  absolutely  necessary  to 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  criminals  in  the  State.  It  includes 
$58,000  of  railroad  taxes  refunded  which  had  been  improperly  paid. 
1 he  expenses  of  the  State  institutions  have  increased  with  the  popu- 
lation of  the  State,  and  the  greatest  item  of  State  expenditures  is 
that  for  the  insane.  The  number  of  insane  is  increasing  year  by  year 
with  remarkable  rapidity  and  the  expenditures  for  that  purpose 
during  the  last  year  at  the  rate  per  capita  established  by  a Demo- 
cratic legislature  were  $600,000.  The  disbursements  include  for  the 
expenses  of  the  office  of  the  clerk  in  chancery  and  the  clerk  of  the 
supreme  court  about  $56,000,  which  go  to  swell  the  total. 

Fact«  vs.  Fancy 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  State  received  from  those  two  offices 
$94,000,  which  formerly  went  into  the  pockets  of  the  Democratic  in- 
cumbents. Since  the  offices  have  been  put  on  a salary  basis  there  nas 
been  an  annual  profit  to  the  State  of  nearly  $40,000.  There  w'as 
also  spent  during  the  past  year  the  sum  of  $256,000  for  public  roads, 
a sum  not  included  in  the  disbursements  of  1893-  And  so  a revie\v 
of  the  comptroller’s  report,  item  by  item,  would  show  the  nature  of 
these  disbursements  and  indicate  that  in  the  main  they  were  necessary 
and  moderate.  Wherein  do  our  Democratic  friends  propose  to  re- 
trench? Do  they  propose  to  keep  from  the  municipalities  the  State 
school  funds  which  this  vear  will  amount  to  a million  dollars?  Do 
they  propose  to  change  the  policy  of  supporting  our  indigent  insane  at 
public  expense?  Will  they  close  up  the  reformatory,  the  school  for 
boys,  the  school  for  girls?  Will  they  reduce  the  sum  expended  for 
public  education  amounting  last  year  to  $272,000?  Or  perhaps  they 
will  abandon  the  policy  of  State  aid  to  roads  and  retain  m the 
treasury  the  $256,000  which  resulted  in  the  construction  of  roads  last 
vear  approximating  a million  dollars  in  value. 


Nothing  to  Apologise  For. 


No,  gentlemen,  we  have  nothing  to  apologize  for,  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of  in  the  administration  by  the  Republican  party  of  the 

finances  of  the  State.  u ..u  .. 

The  record  of  the  Republican  administration  is  such  that 

wc  can  confidently  appeal  to  the  people  for  a renewal  of  their 
choice  of  a Republican  Governor..  Happily  this  convention  will  have 
no  diffiailty  in  the  selection  of  a candidate  worthy  of  our  support 
and  qualified  to  fill  that  great  office.  It  is  not  for  me  at  this  time  to 
name  the  man  who  is  to  be  your  candidate,  but  the  choice  has  al- 
ready  been  made,  and  the  Republicans  of  the  State  have  already 
selected  the  candidate,  and  I assure  you,  fellow  Republicans,  that  he 
possesses  all  the  qualities  necessary  to  fit  him  for  that  important 
position  A man  of  spotless  character  whose  private  and  public  life 
is  above  reproach ; of  great  experience  in  State  affairs,  having  served 
most  faithfully  in  both  branches  ®f  the  legislature,  only  to  receive  the 
ar-proval  of  his  constituents,  and  of  that  larger  constituency  m the 
State  which  has  learned  to  admire  his  fidelity,  ability  and  high 
^andard  of  action,  he  is  by  common  consent  th«  choice  of  the  Re- 
publican  party  for  the  office  of  Governor. 


TO 


Stalwart  Republicanism  Recognized. 


It  is  also  fortunate  that  in  our  selection  of  a candidate  to-day,  we  are 
able  to  recognize  the  stalwart  Republicanism  of  South  Jersey.  In  that 
stretch  of  country,  extending  from  Trenton  to 'the  ocean  and  south- 
wards to  the  limits  of  the  State,  the  principles  of  Republicanism 
flourish  most  vigorously.  That  they  are  justly  entitled  to  name  the 
candidate  for  Governor  we  all  concede,  and  I think  I can  safely 
promise  in  their  behalf,  that  they  will  roll  up  a splendid  majority  for 
the  candidate  of  their  choice. 

But  his  fame  and  popularity  are  not  limited  to  South  Jersey.  His 
many  years  of  faithful  and  efficient  public  service  have  made  him  well 
known  everywhere  throughout  the  State,  and  I confidently  believe 
that  he  will  be  elected  by  such  a majority  as  that  we  gave  to  Murphy 
and  Griggs. 


SPEECH  OF  HON.  EDWARD  CASPER  STOKES 

Accepting  the  Republican  Nomination  for  Governor,  Tren- 
ton, September  20,  1904. 

It  16  with  the  deepest  gratitude  that  I respond  to  this  call.  I accept 
the  honor  you  have  conlerred  upon  me  with  a full  appreciation  of  its 
responsibility.  A gift  at  the  hands  of  this  convention  is  no  idle  com- 
pliment. This  is  not  a Democratic  nomination.  This  does  not  mean 
a place  upon  the  retired  list  of  those  you  have  run.  It  means  three 
years  as  Governor  of  this  commonwealth,  of  a State  proud  of  her 
history,  noted  for  her  administration  of  justice,  her  sea-coast  lined 
with  the  resorts  of  the  world,  her  people  prosperous,  progressive  and 
happy,  her  many  and  varied  industries  sustained  by  contented  labor 
and  her  bosom  the  pathway  of  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  nation. 

That  you  have  selected  me  out  of  many  for  this  distinction  is  a 
mark  of  confidence  I deeply  appreciate.  It  imposes  upon  me  the 
obligation  to  devote  whatever  capacity  I may  possess  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  this  trust.  Under  our  constitution  and  laws  the  Governor 
appoints  the  courts  of  justice,  the  heads  of  the  State  departments, 
the  managers  of  State  institutions,  and  while  he  does  not  presume 
upon  legislative  prerogatives,  he  may  suggest  such  policies  as  will 
conduce  to  the  public  good,  and  he  has  the  right  of  ap- 
proval or  veto  of  legislative  acts.  He  must  maintain  the 
peace  of  the  State,  when  necessary,  and  under  the  right  of 
petition,  he  rnust  hear  every  citizen  who  has  a cause  to  present.  In 
these  capacities  he  represents  not  himself  but  the  sovereign  people 
and  them  alone.  These  varied  duties,  provided  you  manage  the  elec- 
tion as  s'.iccessfully  as  you  have  the  nomination.  I shall  endeavor  to 
perform  with  an  eye  single  to  the  public  good,  realizing  that  I shall 
best  serve  my  party  if  I best  serve  the  State.  It  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  pledge  myself  against  a second  term.  Not  only  does 
the  Constitution  vyisely  prohibit  that  ambition,  but  I have  observed 
that  that  promise  is  usually  made  by  those  who  do  not  expect  a first 
term. 

The  Republican  party  of  New  Jersey  has  had.  an  enviable  record. 
It  was  called  to  power  by  an  indignant  people  at  a time  when  the 
abuses  of  the  Democratic  machine  could  no  longer  be  tolerated. 
Dernocrats  and  Republicans  joined  in  the  rebuke  to  these  unfaithful 
officials  and  summoned  to  power  representatives  of  that  party  to 
which  the  nation  and  the  State  always  turn  in  times  of  trouble  or 
peril.  As  the  custodians  of  this  trust.,  we  have  year  by  year  rendered 
an  accounting  and  year  by  year  the  people  have  said  “well  done”  by 
increasing  majorities.  I refer  to  this  as  the  verdict  of  the  people 
because  the  Democrats  have  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  us  in 
the  fight  for  good  government.  They  ha\  e shared  in  the  honor  of 
this  work  and  they  will  never  vote  to  undo  it  by  restoring  to  power 
the  self-same  men  who  brought  their  once-honored  party  into 
contempt. 

Duty  Well  Done. 

But  it  is  not  upon  the  shortcomings  of  our  opponents  that  we  de- 
pend for  our  victory,  but  rather  upon  the  record  of  duty  well  done. 
It  would  be  strange  if  in  ten  years,  the  longest  period  of  consecutive 
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control  ever  enjoyed  by  any  party  in  this  State,  there  had  not  been 
some  acts  of  omission  with  which  our  opponents  could  find  fault, 
but  in  all  that  time  there  have  been  no  coal  combines,  no  attempted 
Senate  steals,  no  race  track  scandals,  no  State  House  frauds,  no 
wholesale  pardon  of  criminals  convicted  of  defrauding  the  ballot. 

Search  that  ten  years’  record  and  there  is  no  single  act  upon  the 
statute  books  to-day  for  the  repeal  of  which  the  people  are  asking. 

The  only  law  in  which  our  opponents  suggest  a change  is  one  which 
they  helped  to  enact,  which  was  signed  by  a Democratic  Governor 
and  for  which  they  have  always  claimed  credit.  They  see  a State 
government  wisely  and  economically  administered,  with  its  institu- 
tions under  bi-partisan  management,  with  its  courts  free  from  sus- 
picion of  partisan  politics,  with  its  schools  removed  from  the  partisan 
influence,  with  a growing  treasury  with  its  surplus  devoted  to  the 
relief  of  local  taxation,  with  a just  appreciation  of  the  needs  of 
the  modern  business  enterprises,  but  with  a firm  insistence  that  the 
rights  of  the  people  shall  always  be  first. 

Confronted  with  this  record  it  is  natural  that  our  opponents  should 
seek  an  issue  on  vvhich  to  pin  their  hopes.  In  this  they  have  not 
aspired  to  originality.  They  are  the  purloiners’  of  others’  ideas. 

Like  the  European  cuckoo,  which  appropriates  the  nests  of  other 
birds  rather  than  build  its  own.  they  are  endeavoring  to  occupy  the 
nests  of  the  Republicans  of  Hudson  county.  The  equal  taxation 
. movement  was  not  of  their  initiation;  it  sprang  from  the  brains  of 
the  gentlemen  who  are  sitting  in  this  convention,  who  share  in  our 
counsels,  who  fight  our  battles  and  whose  cause  will  be  gained  by  our 
success.  Forgetful  of  the  laws  of  paternity,  our  opponents  have  en- 
deavored to  adopt  the  equal  taxation  movement  as  their  own  child. 

I deny  their  right  to  this  assumption,  both  upon  their  past  record 
and  the  sincerity  of  their  present  pledges.  Once  before  they  made 
similar  promises.  They  campaigned  the  State  and  declared  their 
equal  tax  intentions  from  every  stump  and  platform  and  when  elected 
to  power,  not  only  absolutely  ignore:!  their  promises  but  declared  by 
legislative  act  that  the  present  system  of  railroad  taxation  should  not 
be  alterfed  or  changed.  They  may  say  this  was  L°n  years  ago.  but  I 
can  only  judge  the  future,  as  Patrick  Henry  said,  by  the  lamp  of 
Cjjaewence,  and  I can  only  judge  the  sincerity  of  their  pledges  by  the 
in  which  they  have  treated  them  heretofore. 

Bqual  Tax  Que5tion 

Our  opponents  in  their  platform  charged  that,  the  Republicans 
would  never  get  any  farther  in  the  niatter  of  equal  taxation  than  a 
commission.  May  I suggest -that  they’ never  get  that  far..  They 
never  get  any-  farther  than  a platform.  Their  sarcastic  reflections 
upon  the  present  Equal  Tax  Commission  ought  to  have  been  couple^  • i.-. 

with  an  apology  to  their  candidate  foV  Govemor,  who  is  himself  a _ 
member  thereon;  His  acceptance  of  this  duty  would  indicate  that  he  _ ■ 
at  least  believed  in  its  ‘usefulness.  I resent  their  imputation  upon  - ■ 
th*'r  candidate’s,  good  faith.  He  and.  the’ platform"  should  get  to- 
gether for  at  least  an  appearance  of  harmony.  •.  - 

The  Democratic  platform  Says:  .^‘The.  days  , of  ^inquiry  are  passed;”  ^ . 

Let  us  see  what  the  "Democratid  candidate  sa^.  On  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  last  May  the  Democratic  candidate  said,  in  speaking 
of  the  Equal  Tax  Commission,  that  “they  should  hear  the  discussion 
and  debate  upon  the  law  as  it  was  now  written,  by  all  parties  in- 
terested. Let  the  proposed  statutes  be  thoroughly  and  exhaustively 
debated  by  all  tlte  interests  involved  before  it  is  presented  to  thv 
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legislature.  So  intricate  is  this  problem  of  making  these  two  sys- 
tems of  taxation  work  side  by  side  harmoniously  and  not  injuriously 
to  any  interests  that  it  will  require  the  best  trained  ability  of  the 
State.” 

We  are  not  inclined  to  disagree  with  this  proposition.  Our  plat- 
form is  specific  where  the  course  is  clear.  As  to  the  rest  of  the 
question,  where  it  is  intricate  and  involved  with  State  and  municipal 
interests,  where  court  questions  are  likely  to  provoke  endless  litiga- 
tion, w'here  the  Democratic  candidate  says  “it  requires  the  best 
trained  ability,  wh^re  it  cannot  be  dealt  with  off-hand  in  a political 
platform.”  we  laid  down  the  principle  that  the  property,  wdiether  owned 
by  individuals  or  by  railroads,  should  bear  equally  the  burden  of 
taxation.  The  methods  by  which  it  is  to  be  accomplished  are  to  be 
determined  upon  the  presentation  of  the  facts  and  legal  questions 
involved.  It  is  the  promise  of  an  honest  party  conscious  of  its 
intentions  to  carry  out  its  pledges.  Our  platform  is  not  for  cam- 
paign purposes,  it  is  for  fulfillment. 

Railroad  Tax  Law 

The  general  railroad  tax  law  of  1884  was  hailed  as  a great  advance- 
ment in  railroad  taxation.  It  has  been  of  great  advantage  to  the 
State.  It  has  been  lauded  by  our  opponents  as  an  evidence  of  their 
statesmanship ; but  well  as  it  has  served  the  State,  it  is  under  the 
changing  conditions  of  years,  properly  the  subject  of  revision.  Pros- 
perity has  multiplied  the  avenues  of  commerce  and  in  some  of  our 
cities  property  that  would  otherwise  be  listed  in  the  local  tax  ratables, 
has  been  necessarily  absorbed  by  the  great  lines  of  transportation 
and  municipal  revenues  have  been  accordingly  reduced.  We  say  this 
property  sliould  be  taxed  at  local  rates  for  local  uses,  and  that  all 
inequalities  should  be  remedied  for  the  benefit  of  municipal  treasuries 
and  with  justice  to  all  concerned.  I pledge  myself  to  that  end. 

The  Republican  party  has  already  recognized  the  growing  burdens 
of  municipal  taxation.  They  have  sought  to  relieve  it  by  appropriat- 
ing two  millions  of  dollars  to  be  distributed  among  our  various  muni- 
cipalities. This  is  the  dividend  which  the  public  has  received  from 
wise  Republican  administration.  I approve  of  that  policy.  I shall 
endeavor  to  extend  it.  I believe  that  the  State  government  should  be 
administered  as  economically  as  possible  and  that  the  surplus  over 
and  above  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  management  of  State  affairs, 
should  be  devoted,  under  proper  safe-guards,  to  the  reduction  of  local 
tax  rates. 

I crave  your  patience  while  I briefly  refer  to  the  charge  of  extrava- 
gance in  the  platform  of  our  opponents.  Their  cofnparisons  are 
separated  by  an  interval  of  a decade.  Let  me  remind  them,  that 
public  disbursements  are  not  always  extravagance.  Let  me  call  their 
attention  to  the  fact  that  in  ten  years  this  State  has  grown.  It? 
population  has  increased  thirty  per  cent.  We  have  a better  govern- 
ment than  under  Dempcratic  administration,  and  good  government  is 
the  course  of  justifiable  expense.  We  expended  last  year  forty-seven 
thousand  dollars  for  voting  machines  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the 
ballot  and  make  fraud  impossible.  Voting  machines  are  more  ex- 
pensive than  tissue  paper  ballots  that  can  be  voted  by  the  handful 
We  are  distributing  tw^o  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  year 
for  the  development  of  dur  roads,  to  add  value  to  the  farmers’  lands, 
to  give  him  easy  access  to  the  markets.  We  are  paying  the  counties 
for  the  support  and  care  of  the  insane  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
more  than  ten  years  ago.  We  are  charging  the  counties  for  the  care 
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of  their  insane  in  our  State  institutions  a dollar  a week  for  wch 
tient  less  than  formerly  and  that  means  over  one  hundred  ^ousand 
dollars.  We  have  expended  money  for  new  institutions.  They  are 
part  of  the  assets  of  the  State.  We  have  an  Epileptic  Village  where 
these  poor  unfortunates  are  cared  for. 

How  Money  I*  Spent 

We  have  a reformatory  where  youthful  offenders  may  be  turned 
from  the  pursuit  of  crime.  The  insane  are  multiplying.  We  are 
relieving  the  local  communities  of  their  care.  We  spent  over  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  charitable  purposes  last  year 
as  against  three  hundred  and  forty  thousand  in  ’92.  We  are  spend- 
ing more  money  for  the  efficiency  of  our  school  system.  We  have 
increased  the  State  school  appropriation  from  one  hundred  to  two 
hundred  thousand,  all  of  which  now  comes  frorn  the  State  ; we  are 
spending  for  educational  purposes,  for  technical  and  industrial 
schools,  for  the  colored  school  at  Bordentown  and  for  normal  educa- 
tion three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand,  as  against  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  thousand  in  ’92.  We  are  paying  salaries  to  the  county 
superintendents  of  schools,  formerly  paid  by  the  counties.  We  are 
transferring  expenses  from  the  counties  and  municipalities  to  the 
State.  We  are  distributing  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  a year 
more  of  the  railroad  tax  to  the  localities  than  formerly ; four  hundred 
and  eight  thousand  dollars  annually  to  municipalities  from  the  income 
of  public  utility  corporations.  We  are  giving  a million  a year  to 
help  pay  school  tax.  We  challenge  investigation  along  this  subject. 
If  our  opponents  are  voted  into  power,  which  one  of  these  items  of 
expense  will  they  curtail?  Will  they  cease  to  care  for  the  unfortu- 
nate and  turn  them  loose  upon  society?  Will  they  stop  the  reforma- 

on  of  criminals?  Will  they  cease  to  distribute  to  the  taxing  dis- 
tricts? Will  they  curtail  the  appropriation  for  education?  I would 
not  have  a single  child  in  the  State  without  school  privileges.  Will 
our  opponents  state,  then,  what  public  work  they  rnean  to  stop 
Otherwise  let  them  be  silent.  Let  me  remind  them  of  another  fact. 
They  do  not  seem  to  understand  bookkeeping.  Their  lists  of  ex- 
penses are  not  complete.  They  have  omitted  small  iterns  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  that  represented  the  cost  of  the  Nor- 
mal school,  technical  and  industrial  education,  formerly  paid  out  of 
the  school  fund,  to-day  paid  out  of  the  State  fund.  Let  me  remind 
them  further  that  it  is  not  the  amount  of  the  expenditure,  but  the 
object  for  which  it  is  spent  that  interersts  the  people.  The  people  s 
money  should  be  spent  for  the  people  s service,  and  upon  that  test  the 
Republican  party  is  glad  to  open  the  books. 

National  Affairs. 

But  I turn  from  State  to  National  aflPairs.  Here  let  my  text  be 
brief.  Every  four  years  the  Democratic  party  is  seized  with  the  de- 
sire to  save  the  country ; sometimes  from  expansion,  sometimes  from 
imperialism,  sometimes  from  protection,  (they  did  that  in  92)  some- 
times from  the  advancing  flag,  sometimes  from  themselves.  Some- 
times they  have  supreme  issues  and  sometimes  they  have  paramount 
issues.  This  year  their  chief  issue  seems  to  be  a tug  of  war  between 
their  candidate  and  their  platform.  This  is  not  a new  experience 
for  therm  In  ’64  they  ran  a Union  soldier,  whom  every  Jerseyman 
mentiens  with  fviit  and  respect,  upon  a platform  which  deolar*4  the 
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uDon  Judge  Parker  is  running  as  a gold  candidate 

th;?t  M T which  repudiates  the  gold  standard.  He  confesses 

it  IS  irrevocably  fixed,  but  forgets  to  state  that 

rn,!^r!r^  Republican  party  after,  he  had  twice  voted  to  the 

trv  ^ reduction  in  the  tariff,  but  consoles  the  coun- 

try with  the  suggestion  that  for  four  years  a Republican  Con- 

ZnlZ'l  direction.  He  favors  the  inde- 

r Philippines  some  time,  but  does  not  think  they  are 

kf  believes  the  anti-trust  laws,  all 

ri  Republican  legislation,  are  sufficient  for  present  ills,  but  is 
fnvo^  S something  else  in  case  they  fail.  He  is,  in  short,  in 

irlZ  policies,  but  wants  them  carried  out  by  Demo- 

cratic officials.  He  is  wearing  the  garments  of  Esau,  but  he  has  the 
voice  of  Jacob. 

k«^^k^°  present  time  the  Democratic  campaign  managers  have 
been  hunting  for  an  issue.  They  think  they  have  found  one  in  Presi- 
dent  Roosevelt.  If  the  reports  from  Vermont,  Maine  and  Oregon 
are  any  indication,  they  have  and  they  will  find  him  both  a paramount 
and  supreme  issue  by  the  ides  of  November.  He  is  an  honest,  up- 
right,  sincere  American  He  has  shirked  no  duty,  dodged  no  issue, 
and  has  pushed  forward  without  hesitation.  He  has  been  President 
for  three  years  and  has  been  bitterly  assailed,  and  yet  after  three 
years  of  forceful  achievement,  there  is  not  a single  act  in  his  admin- 
istration out  of  which  our  opponents  can  make  an  issue. 

of  plenty  we  have  enjoyed  under  the  administrations 
of  McKinley  and  Roosevelt.  They  have  been  replete  with  accom- 
plishment and  achievement.  Not  a single  act  would  a patriotic 
American  undo.  Our  party  saved  the  financial  honor  of  this 
country  m ^6.  Democrats  voted  for  a Republican  President  and 
Kepubhcan  Congress  to  avert  an  impending  calamity.  They  helped 
us  to  save  the  country  from  themselves.  In  1900  they  voted  the  same 
way  and  tor  the  same  reasons.  Democrats  always  vote  the  Republi- 
can  ticket  in  times  of  national  peril.  Have  not  their  votes  been 
jnstihed  by  the  action  of  the  party  in  power?  Have  not  the  prin- 
ciples for  which  they  voted  been  faithfully  carried  out?  The  gold 
standard  h^  been  adopted.  The  \Vilson  bill,  condemned  bv  its 
aiithor  and  President  Cleveland,  has  been  wipad  off  the  statute  books. 

1 he  anti-trust  laws  have  been  re-enforced  by  legislation  and  en- 
forced in  the  courts.  The  Spanish  War  has  been  fought  and  the  tax 
levied  to  conduct  it  has  been  repealed.  Cuba  has  been  added  to  the 
family  of  nations.  The  Philippines  are  enjoying  a freedom  and  self- 
government  never  before  known,  and  under  the  influence  of  an 
Ameri^n  school  system,  rising  to  a higher  citizenship  and  civiHza- 
tion.  I he  Panama  Canal  is  now  ready  for  construction  under  the 
soverei^ty  of  the  flag.  Our  voice  is  potent  amoung  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  not  for  greed  or  trouble,  but  for  peace  and  justice  and  fair 
aealing.  Between  this  record  and  a Democracy  re-organized  by  a 
relegr.im  that  commits  no  one  but  its  author,  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try will  make  a choice.  This  campaign  now  begins.  Whatever 
itren^h  and  capacity  I may  possess  shall  be  devoted  to  its  service. 

I will  carry  the  standard  in  the  face  of  the  enemv.  proclaiming  our 
loctnnw  and  policies  throughout  the  State.  I shall  need  your  assist- 
mce.  Let  us  work  as  a united  band.  We  are  confident  of  the 
ustice  of  our  cause.  Let  us  go  forward  unfaltering  until  on  the 
'light  of  November  eight,  we  sleep  in  the  tents  of  victory. 
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NATIONAL  PLATFORM  OF  THE  REPUBLICAN 

PARTY,  1904 

Adopted  by  the  National  Convention  at  Chicago,  Jnne  22, 

1904. 


Fifty  years  ago  the  Republican  party  came  into  existence  dedicated 
among  other  purposes  to  the  great  task  of  arresting  the  extension  of 
human  slavery.  In  i860  it  elected  its  first  Pr.sident  During  twenty- 
four  of  the  forty-four  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  election  of 
Lincoln  the  Republican  party  has  held  complete  control  of  the  gov- 
ernment. For  eighteen  more  of  the  forty-four  years  it  has  held 
partial  control  through  the  possession  of  one  or  two  branches  of  the 
government,  while  the  Democratic  party  during  the  same  period  has 
had  complete  control  for  only  two  years.  This  long  tenure  of  po\yer 
by  the  Republican  party  is  not  due  to  chance.  It  is  a demonstration 
that  the  Republican  party  has  commanded  the  confidence  of  the 
American  people'  for  nearly  two  generations  to  a degree  never  equaled 
in  our  history,  and  has  displayed  a high  capacity  for  rule  and  govern- 
ment which  has  been  made  even  more  conspicuous  by  the  incapacity 
and  infirmity  of  purpose  shown  by  its  opponents. 

Conditions  in  1897. 


The  Republican  party  entered  upon  its  present  period  of  complete 
supremacy  in  1897  We  have  every  right  to  congratulate  ourselves 
upon  the  work  since  then  accomplished,  for  it  has  added  luster  even 
to  the  traditions  of  the  party  which  carried  the  government  through 
the  storms  of  civil  war. 

We  then  found  the  country  after  four  years  of  Democratic  rule  m 
evil  plight,  oppressed  with  misfortune  and  doubtful  of  the  future. 
Public  credit  had  been  lowered,  the  revenues  were  declining,  the  debt 
was  growing,  the  administration’s  attitude  toward  Spain  was  feeble 
and  mortifying,  the  standard  of  values  was  threatened  and  uncertain, 
labor  was  unemployed,  business  was  sunk  in  the  depression  which 
had  succeeded  the  panic  of  i893>  hope  was  faint  and  confidence  was 
gone. 

We  met  these  unhappy  conditions  vigorously,  effectively,  and  at 
once. 


The  Tariff  Law. 


We  replaced  a Democratic  tariff  lavv  based  on  free  trade  principles 
and  garnished  with  sectional  protection  by  a consistent  protective 
tariff,  and  industry,  freed  from  oppression  and  stimulated  by  the 
encouragement  of  wise  laws,  has  expended  to  a degree  never  before 
known,  has  conquered  new  markets,  and  has  created  a volume  of 
exports  which  has  surpassed  imagination.  Under  the  Dingley  tariff 
labor  has  been  fully  employed,  wages  have  risen,  and  all  industries 
have  revived  and  prospered. 

We  firmly  established  the  gold  standard  which  was  then  menaced 
with  destruction.  Confidence  returned  to  business,  and  with  confi- 
dence an  unexampled  prosperity. 

Revenues. 


For  deficient  revenues,  supplemented  by  improvident  issues  of 
bonds,  we  gave  the  country  an  income  which  produced  a large  sur- 
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phis  and  which  imabled  us  ©nly  four  yars  after  the  Spanish  war 
had  closed  to  remove  over  $100,000,000  of  annual  war  taxes,  reduce 
the  public  debt,  and  lower  the  interest  cliarges  of  the  ipvemment. 

TIi.e  Public  Credit  Restored. 

The  puolic  credit,  which  had  been  so  lowered  that  in  time  of  peace 
a Democratic  administration  made  large  loans  at  extravagant  rates 
of  interest  in  order  to  pay  prrent  expenditures,  rose  under  Republi- 
can administration  to  its  highest  point  and  enabled  us  to  borrow  at 
2 per  cent,  even  in  time  of  war. 

Cuba. 

We  refused  to  palter  lougcr  with  the  mi.series  of  Cuba.  We  fought 
a quick  and  victorious  war  with  Spain.  We  set  Cuba  free,  governed 
the  island  for  three  years,  and  then  gave  it  to  the  Cuban  people  with 
order  restored,  with  ample  revenues,  with  education  and  public 
health  established,  free  irom  debt,  and  connected  with  the  lhiite<i 
States  by  wise  provisions  for  our  mutual  interests. 

Porto  Rico.  • 

We  have  organized  tae  government  of  Porto  Rico,  and  its  peoole 
now  enjoy  peace,  freedom.,  order,  and  prosperity. 

Tbe  Pbilippiues. 

In  ihe  Philippines  wc  have  suppressed  insurrection,  esetablished 
order,  and  given  to  life  and  property  a security  never  known  there 
before.  We  have  organized  civil  government,  made  it  effective  and 
strong  in  administration,  and  have  conferred  upon  the  people  of  those 
islands  the  largest  civil  liberty  they  have  ever  enjoyed. 

By  our  possession  of  the  Philippines  we  were  enabled  to  take 
prompt  and  effective  action  in  the  relief  of  the  legations  at  Peking 
and  a decisive  part  in  preventing  the  partition  and  preserving  the  in- 
tegrity of  China.  ^ 

Tbe  Isthmian  Canal. 

The  possession  of  a route  for  an  isthmian  canal,  so  long  the  dream 
of  American  statesmanship,  is  now  an  accomplished  fact.  The  great 
work  of  connecting  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  by  a canal  is  at  last  be- 
gun, and  it  is  due  to  the  Republican  party. 

The  Arid  Lands. 

\Ve  have  passed  the  laws  w^hich  will  bring  th-t?  ^irid  lands  of  the 
United  States  within  the  area  of  cultivation. 

The  Army  and  Navy. 

We  have  reorganized  the  arm.y  and  put  it  in  the  highest  state  of 
efficiency. 

VVe  have  passed  laws  for  the  improvement  and  support  of  the 
militia. 

We  have  pushed  forward  the  building  of  the  navy,  the  defense  and 
protection  of  our  honor  and  our  interests. 

Our  administration  of  the  great  departments  of  the  government  has 
been  honest  and  efficient,  and  wherever  wrongdoing  has  been  dis- 
covered the  Republican  administration  has  not  hesitated  to  probe  the 
«vil  and  bring  offenders  to  justice  without  regard  to  party  or  political 
ties. 
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The  Great  Corporations. 

Laws  enacted  by  the  Republican  party  which  tlve  Democratic 
party  failed  to  enforce  and  which  were  intended  for  the  protection 
of  the  public  against  the  unjust  discrimination  or  the  illegal  en- 
croachment of  vast  aggregations  of  capital,  have  been  fearlessly  en- 
forced by  a Republican  President  and  new  laws  insuring  reasonable 
publicity  as  to  the  operations  of  great  corporations,  and  providing 
.additional  remedies  for  the  prevention  of  discrimination  in  freight 
rates,  have  been  passed  by  a Republican  Congress. 

In  this  rcord  of  achievement  during  the  past  eight  years  may  be 
read  the  pledges  which  the  Republican  party  has  fulfilled.  We 
promise  to  continue  these  policies,  and  we  declare  our  constant  adher- 
ence to  the  following  principles  : 

Protection  to  Amerioan  Industries. 

Protection  which  guard.s  and  develops  our  industries,  is  a cardinal 
policy  of  the  Republican  party.  The  measure  of  protection  should 
always  at  least  equal  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  production  at  home 
and  abroad.  We  insist  upon  the  maintenance  of  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection, and,  therefore,  rates  of  duty  should  be  readjusted  only  when 
conditions  have  so  changed  that  the  public  interest  demands  their 
alteration,  but  this  work  cannot  safely  be  committed  to  any  other 
hands  than  those  of  the  Republican  party.  To  intrust  it  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party  is  to  invite  disaster.  Whether,  as  in  1892,  the  Demo- 
cratic party  declares  the  protective  tariff  unconstitutional,  or  whether 
it  demands  tariff  reform  or  tariff  revision,  its  real  object  is  always  the 
destruction  of  the  protective  system.  However  specious  the  name 
the  purpose  is  ever  the  same.  A Democratic  tariff  has  always  been 
followed  by  business  adversity;  a Republican  tariff  by  business  pros- 
perity. To  a Republican  Congress  and  a Republican  Prresident  this 
great  question  can  be  safely  intrusted.  When  the  only  free  trade 
country  among  the  great  nations  agitates  a return  to  protection  the 
chief  protective  country  should  not  falter  in  maintaining  it. 

Foreign  Markets  Extended. 

We  have  extended  widely  our  foreign  markets,  and  we  believe  in 
the  adoption  of  all  practicable  methods  for  their  further  extension, 
including  commercial  reciprocity  wherever  reciprocal  arrangements 
can  be  effected  consistent  with  the  principles  of  protection  and  with- 
out injury  to  American  agriculture,  American  labor,  or  any  American 
industry. 

The  Gold  Standard. 

We  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Republican  party  to  uphold  the 
gold  standard  and  the  ...tcunty  and  value  of  onr  national  currency. 
The  maintenance  of  the  gold  standard,  established  by  the  Republi- 
can party,  cannot  safely  be  committed  to  the  Democratic  party,  which 
resisted  its  adoption  and  has  never  given  any  good  proof  since  that 
time  of  belief  in  it  or  fidelity  to  it. 

American  Skipping. 


While  every  other  industry  has  prospered  under  the  fostering  aid 
of  Republican  legislation,  American  shipping  engaged  in  foreign 


tra^e  in  competition  with  the  low  cost  of  construction,  low  wages, 
and  heavy  subsidies  of  foregn  governments,  has  not  for  many  years 
received  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  adequate  en- 
couragement of  any  kind.  We  therefore  favor  legislation  which  will 
encourage  and  build  up  the  American  merchant  marine,  and  we 
cordially  approve  the  legislation  of  the  last  Congress  which  created 
the  Merchant  Marine  Commission  to  investigate  and  report  upon  this 
subject 

A nav'y  powerful  enough  to  defend  th*e  United  States  against  any 
attack,  to  uphold  the  Monroe  doctrine  and  watch  over  our  com- 
merce, is  essential  for  the  safety  and  the  welfare  of  the  American 
people.  To  maintain  such  a navy  is  the  fixed  polic)'  of  the  Republi- 
can party. 

Chinest  Labor. 

We  cordially  approve  the  attitude  of  President  Roosevelt  and  Con- 
gress in  regard  to  the  exclusion  of  Chinese  labor,  and  promise  a con- 
tinuance of  the  Republican  policy  in  that  direction. 

Civil  Service. 

The  civil  service  law  was  placed  on  the  statute  books  by  the  Re- 
publican party,  which  has  always  sustained  it,  and  we  renew  our 
former  declarations  that  it  shall  be  thoroughly  and  honestly  enforced. 

The  Soldiers  and  Sailors. 

We  are  always  mindful  of  the  country’s  debt  to  the  soldiers  and 
sailors  of  the  United  States,  and  we  believe  in  making  ample  provi- 
sion for  them  and  in  the  liberal  administration  of  the  pension  laws. 

Arbitration. 

VVe  favor  the  peaceful  settlement  of  international  differences  by 
arbitration. 

Protection  of  Citizens  Abroad. 

Vv^e  commend  the  vigorous  efforts  made  by  the  administration  to 
protect  American  citizens  in  foreign  lands,  and  pledge  ourselves  to 
insi.'^t  upon  the  just  and  equal  protection  of  all  our  citizens  abroad. 
It  i.s  the  unquestioned  duty  of  the  government  to  procure  for  all  our 
citizens,  without  distinction,  the  rights  of  travel  and  sojourn  in 
friendly  countries,  and  we  declare  ourselves  in  favor  of  all  proper 
efforts  tending  to  that  end. 

The  Orient. 

Our  great  interests  and  our  growing  commerce  in  the  Orient 
render  the  condition  of  China  of  high  importance  to  the  United 
States.  We  cordially  commend  the  policy  pursiu.d  in  that  direction 
by  the  administrations  of  President  McKinley  and  President  Roose- 
velt. 

The  Elective  Franchise. 

We  favor  such  Congressional  action  as  shall  determine  whether  by 
special  discrimination  the  elective  franchise  in  any  State  has  been 
tmconstitutionally  limited,  and,  if  such  is  the  case,  we  demand  that 
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representation  in  Congress  and  in  the  electoral  colleges  shall  be 
proportionately  reduced  as  directed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Combinations  of  Capital  and  Labor. 

Combinations  of  capital  and  of  labor  are  the  results  of  the 
economic  movement  of  the  age,  but  neither  must  be  permitted  to 
infringe  upon  the  rights  or  interests  of  the  people.  Such  combina- 
tions, when  lawfully  formed  for  lawful  purposes,  are  alike  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  the  laws,  but  both  are  subject  to  the  laws  and 
neither  can  be  permitted  to  break  them. 

Our  Lamented  President. 

The  great  statesman  and  patriotic  American,  William  McKinley, 
who  was  re-elected  by  the  Republican  party  to  the  Presidency  four 
years  ago,  was  assassinated  just  at  the  threshold  of  his  second  term. 
The  entire  nation  mourned  his  untimely  death  and  did  that  justice  to 
his  great  qualities  of  mind  and  character  which  history  will  confirm 
and  repeat. 

President  Roosevelt. 

The  American  people  were  fortunate  in  his  successor,  to  whom  they 
turned  with  a trust  and  confidence  which  have  been  fully  justified. 
President  Roosevelt  brought  to  the  great  responsibilities  thus  sadly 
forced  upon  him  a clear  head,  a brave  heart,  an  earnest  patriotism, 
and  high  ideals  of  public  duty  and  public  service.  True  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party  and  to  the  policies  which  that  party  had 
declared,  he  has  also  shown  himself  ready  for  every  emergency  and 
has  met  new  and  vital  questions  with  ability  and  with  success. 

..he  confidence  of  the  people  in  his  justice,  inspired  by  his  public 
career,  enabled  him  to  render  personally  an  inestimable  service  to  the 
country  by  bringing  about  a settlement  of  the  coal  strike,  which 
threatened  such  disastrous  results  at  the  opening  of  winter  in  1902. 

Our  foreign  policy  under  his  administration  has  not  only  been  able, 
vigorous,  and  dignified,  but  in  the  highest  degree  successful. 

The  complicated  questions  which  arose  in  Venezuela  were  settled 
in  such  a way  by  President  Roosevelt  that  the  Monroe  doctrine  was 
signally  vindicated  and  the  cause  of  peace  and  arbitration  greatly 
advanced. 

His  prompt  and  vigorous  action  in  Panama,  which  we  commend 
in  the  highest  terms,  not  only  secured  to  us  the  canal  route,  but 
avoided  foreign  complications  which  might  have  been  of  a very  seri- 
ous character. 

He  has  continued  the  policy  of  President  McKinley  in  the  Orient, 
and  our  position  in  China,  signalized  by  our  recent  commercial  treaty 
with  that  empire,  has  never  been  so  high. 

He  secured  the  tribunal  by  which  the  vexed  and  perilous  questions 
of  the  Alaskan  boundary  was  finally  settled. 

Whenever  crimes  against  humanity  have  been  perpetrated  which 
have  shocked  our  people,  his  protest  has  been  made,  and  our  good 
offices  have  been  tendered,  but  always  with  due  regard  to  inter- 
national obligations. 

Under  his  gfuidance  we  find  ourselves  at  peace  with  all  the  world, 
and  never  were  we  more  respected  or  our  wishes  more  regarded  by 
foreign  nations. 

Pre-eminently  successful  in  regar4  to  our  foreign  relations,  he  has 
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been  equally  fortunate  in  dealing  with  domestic  questions.  The 
country  has  known  that  the  public  credit  and  the  national  currency 
were  absolutely  safe  in  the  hands  of  his  administration.  In  the  en- 
forcement of  the  laws  he  has  shown  not  only  courage,  but  the  wis- 
dom which  understands  that  to  permit  laws  to  be  violated  or  disre- 
farded  opens  the  door  to  anarchy,  while  the  just  enforcement  of  the 
uw  is  the  soundest  conservatism.  has  held  firmly  to  the  funda- 
mental American  doctrine  that  all  men  must  obey  the  law;  that  there 
must  be  no  distinction  between  rich  and  poor,  between  strong  and 
weak,  but  that  justice  and  equal  protection  under  the  law  must  be 
secured  to  every  citizen  without  regard  to  race,  creed,  or  condition. 

His  administration  has  been  throughout  vigorous  and  honorable, 
high-minded  and  patriotic.  We  commend  it  without  reservation  to 
the  considerate  judgment  of  the  American  people. 
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STATE  PLATFORM  OF  THE  REPUBLICAN 

PARTY,  1904. 

Aidopted  by  the  New  Jersey  State  Republican  Convention 

at  Trenton,  September  20,  1904. 

The  Republican  party  is  just  fifty  years  old.  During  the  greater 
portion  of  this  period  it  has  governed  the  country.  What  a record  of 
achievement!  It  has  always  been  the  party  of  progress  and  pros- 
perity. The  preservation  of  the  Union,  protection  and  sound 
money  have  successively  been,  and  are  its  watchwords.  It  has  met 
every  great  emergency  in  the  right. 

The  administration  of  President  Roosevelt  has  been  American, 
courageous  and  honest.  His  character  and  purposes  fill  the  Ameri- 
can heart  with  admiration.  We  endorse  him  with  enthusiasm  for  a 
further  tenure  of  office,  and  adopt  as  our  own  the  platform  of  the 
last  Republican  national  convention. 

We  heartily  endorse  the  administration  of  Governor  Murphy.  It 
has  been  honest,  progressive  and  achieving. 

Laws  for  primary  reform,  giving  the  State  interest  on  its  mon«y 
deposits,  creating  a tenement  house  commission,  and  providing  for 
reform  in  factory  and  workshop  legislation,  are  among  the  acts 
v.'hich  reflect  credit  upon  the  business-like  management  of  State  af- 
fairs for  the  last  three  years. 

The  State  revenue  has  been  carefully  conserved,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  helpless  and  dependent  population  of  the  State  have  been 
cared  for  to  a greater  extent  than  ever  before. 

Through  the  persistent  efforts  of  the  present  administration  over 
three-quarters  of  a million  dollars  have  been  collected  from  the  na- 
tional government  for  interest  moneys  on  expenditures  made  by  the 
State  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  Republican  party  of  thi.s  State  has  inaugurated  a policy  un- 
known elsewhere,  in  using  the  surplus  funds  of  the  State  treasury 
for  the  relief  of  local  taxation.  Under  this  policy  $2,000,000  of  the 
State’s  income  is  now  annually  distributed  or  secured  to  our  various 
taxing  districts  as  their  dividend  from  a wise  administration  of  State 
affairs. 

The  record  of  the  party  for  the  past  nine  years  is  an  evidence  ©f 
the  faithfulness  with  which  it  has  carried  out  its  trust,  and  if  con- 
tinued in  power  it  pledges  itself  to  scrupuously  guard  the  State’s 
income  for  the  bene.fit  of  all  the  people ; to  continue  to  use  the  surplus 
thereof  for  the  further  reduction  of  the  local  tax  rate,  the  improve- 
ment of  our  school  system,  and  for  the  extension  of  our  good  roads, 
which  policy  has  proven  such  a boon  to  the  people  of  the  State.  We 
pledge  ourselves  in  these  policies  to  so  manage  the  finances  as  to  pre- 
vent the  imposition  of  a State  tax,  to  which  we  are  unalterably 
opposed. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  declares  that  property  shall  he  as- 
sessed for  taxation  under  general  laws,  by  uniform  rules,  according 
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to  its  true  value.  Equal  taxation  is  not  only  just,  but  an  obligation 
imposed  upon  the  legislature  by  the  constitution. 

1 he  taxation  of  railroad  property  has  assumed  its  present  promin- 
I*  ence  largely  because  of  the  constant  and  increasing  absorption  of 

private  property  for  railroad  purposes,  particularly  at  the  terminals 
of  the  great  trunk  lines. 

Railroad  property  is  now,  by  legislation  sanctioned  by  the  highest 
judicial  authority  of  the  State,  segregated  into  a class  for  purposes  of 
taxation.  This  system  has  existed  for  twenty  years,  and  under  it  the 
State  and  municipalities  have  received  large  sums,  and  a State  tax 
has  been  avoided.  By  means  of  it  railroad  property  is  divided  into 
classes  for  purposes  of  taxation. 

The  franchises  and  the  property  familiarly  called  the  “main  stem” 
are  required  by  the  existing  law  to  be  taxed  by  the  State  board  of 
assessors  at  a uniform  rate,  assessed  upon  their  true  value  as  a whole. 
Other  real  estate,  not  included  in  the  “main  stem,”  owned  by  rail- 
roads and  used  for  railroad  purposes,  and  known  as  “second  class’ 
property,  is  also  ta.xed  by  the  State  board  of  assesors  at  a fixed  rate. 

A portion  of  the  taxes  derived  from  this  class  of  property  was 
formerly  paid  to  the  State  for  its  use,  but  subsequently  the  legislature 
in  the  interest  of  certain  municipalities  where  the  diversion  of  these 
taxes  into  the  State  treasury  seemed  to  be  a hardship,  modified  the 
law  by  directing  that  this  whole  tax  be  paid  to  the  particular  munici- 
pality where  the  lands  were  situate. 

We  believe  that  the  time  has  now  come  when  a still  further  modifi- 
cation of  the  law  should  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  municipalities, 
by  providing  that  this  “second  class”  property  should  be  taxed  at  full 
local  rates  for  local  purposes,  and  we  are  in  favor  of  the  enactment 
of  laws  to  this  effect. 

The  questions  affecting  the  taxation  of  the  franchises  and  so- 
called  “main  stem”  are  so  intimately  connected  with  the  revenues  of 
the  State,  and  so  far-reaching  and  involved,  that  the  subject  should 
receive  the  most  exhaustive  consideration.  Under  authority  of  the 
last  legislature,  a commission  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  in- 
vestigate and  report  to  the  next  legislature  upon  the  ta.xation  of  all 
classes  of  property,  by  whomsoever  owned.  This  commission  has 
now  organized,  and  has  commenced  its  deliberations  by  setting  on 
foot  a searching  investigation  into  the  taxation  of  railroad  property. 
The  possilile  loss  of  revenue  to  the  State,  the  danger  of  a State  ta.x, 
and  other  results  affecting  the  State  at  large,  which  might  arise  ftorn 
a change  in  the  method  of  taxation  of  the  franchise  and  ‘ mam  stem,^ 
are  so  great  that  we  deem  it  prudent  and  conservative  to  await 
the  report  of  this  commission  before  taking  action  thereon. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  this  report  to  the  legislature,  we  pledge 
the  Republican  party,  its  candidate  for  Governor,  and  its  members  of 
the  legislature,  to  a fearless  and  thor9ugh  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject, to  the  end  that  if  any  lack  of  uniformity  or  any  inequalities  are 
shown  to  exist,  they  will  be  removed,  so  that  all  property,  corporate 
or  individual,  except  that  used  for  religious,  educational  and  charit- 
able purposes,  shall  bear  its  full  equal  and  just  burden  of  taxation 
without  discrimination,  and  we  pledge  to  the  people  of  the  State  the 
enactment  of  all  just  laws  to  that  end. 
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NATIONAL  ISSUES. 


Fifty  Years  of  Republican  Accomplisbment. 


What  was  doubtless  the  first  Republican  club  in  the  United  States 
was  organized  by  Benjamin  Braker  and  his  associates  m the  city  o 
Cam.den,  N.  J.,  April  6,  1854.  Conventions  of  Republicans  were  held 
later  in  that  year,  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  making  the  year 
1904  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  Republican 

^ It^is  therefore  our  jubilee  year,  and  we  may  properly  consider 
whether  the  record  of  the  party  for  a half  century  warrants  t.ie 
continued  fealty  of  its  adherents,  and  the  support  of  honest  men 
who  would  exercise  the  gift  of  suffrage  for  the  promotion  ot  the 

public  welfare.  , , _ 

A volume  would  be  required  to  set  forth  all  that  has  b^n  accom- 

plished  by  the  public  policies  and  legislative  acts  of  the  Republican 
party.  Before  it  came  to  governniental  control  in  ib6i  it  prevented 
by  its  agitation  the  extension  of  slavery  into  the  territories,  and 
paved  the  way  for  the  abolition  of  human  servitude  in  this  country. 

When  it  came  to  power  it  was  compelled  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  conduct  of  a war  which  was  not  of  its  o\yn  seeking. 
How  it  maintained  the  national  honor,  restored  the  union  ot  the 
States,  emancipated  4,000,000  slaves,  and  cared  for  those  who  suffered 
in  the  great  contest,  is  a story  of  magnificent  achievement  unequaled 

in  the  history  of  the  world.  . u 

Its  legislative  enactments,  which  have  contributed  to  the  weltare 
of  the  country,  are  sufficient  to  establish  the  wisdom  of  its  public 

policy.  Among  them  are:  _ 1 1 

The  amendments  to  the  constitution  which  abolished  human  slav- 
ery, created  citizenship  and  established  equality  of  suffrage. 

The  homestead  law,  which  populated  territories  and  converted 

them  into  powerful  States.  _ 

The  admission  of  ten  States  to  the  Union.  _ , • - v u u 

The  system  of  international  revenue  taxation,  by  which  about  halt 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government  are  levied  upon  malt  and 

spirituous  liquors.  . . .u 

The  laws  for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  veterans  and  to  the  sur- 
vivors who  were  dependent  upon  them. 

The  civil  riehts  act,  which  extended  to  all  persons  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  law.  . -i  „ . 

1 lie  reduction  of  postage  and  the  creation  of  money  order,  railway 

mail  service  and  free.postal  delivery  systems. 

The  life-saving  service.  • 1 u-i-i. 

The  various  acts  which  have  contributed  to  our  financial  stability. 

The  issue  of  greenbacks  as  national  money  in  time  of  war , die  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments;  the  establishment  of  a currency  of 
value  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  fixing  of  a gold  ^andard, 
which  places  our  monetary  system  on  a stable  basis,  and  m harmony 

with  the  great  nations  of  the  world. 

Every  act  passed  for  the  establishment  of  our  protective  sy.stem, 
which  has  raised  the  value  of  American  labor  to  the  highest  point 
ever  known;  has  established  myriads  of  workshops  where  none  ex 
isted!  has  niade  abundant  home  markets  for  artisan  and  farmer,  and 


25 


has  brought  the  nation  to  a point  where  it  can  now  produce  with 
American  labor  one-third  of  the  industrial  products  of  the  world, 
providing  at  the  same  time,  through  the  acquisition  of  the  Philippines, 
a distributing  point  which  will  command  for  American  products  the 
best  position  in  the  markets  of  the  600,000,000  inhabitants  of  the 
Urient. 

The  exclusion  of  Chinese  labor  for  the  benefit  of  American  work- 
ingmen; the  Inter-State  Commerce  Ace,  to  prevent  unjust  discrimin- 
ation in  freights,  and  the  Sherman  Act  for  the  regulation  of  trusts. 

Added  to  these  are  the  triumphs  of  diplomacy,  which  compelled  the 
payment  of  the  Alabama  claims;  brought  the  Spanish  war  to  a suc- 
^ssful  issue,  and  secured  the  independence  of  Cuba ; acquired  Alaska, 
Haw’aii,  Porto  Rico  and  the  Philippines;  settled  the  Alaskan  bound- 
ary in  our  favor,  and  provided  for  the  construction  and  operation  of 
the  Panama  Canal  under  American  control. 

If  more  were  needed  to  induce  patriotic  Americans  to  continue 
tlieir  fealty  to  the  Republican  party,  it  is  found  in  the  steadfast  ad- 
herence during  the  last  four  years  of  President  Roosevelt  and  the  Re- 
publican Congress  to  all  the  great  principles  which  have  characterized 
Republican  legislation  and  policy  from  Abraham  Lincoln  to  William 
McKinley. 

And  yet  the  citizen  is  asked  to  reverse  this  spendid  record  of 
achievement,  because  it  is  now  asserted  that  the  Democracy  is  at 
last  “safe  and  sane.”  What  evidences  of  safety  and  sanity  are 
offered?  The  party  platform  assaults  the  tariff  as  a robbery — the 
same  old  declaration  under  which  it  succeeded  in  1892,  and  followed 
its  political  triumph  with  the  destruction  of  the  protective  system, 
bringing  disaster  and  untold  suffering  to  labor  and  capital.  Can 
safety  attend  another  assault  of  this  nature?  The  platform  makers 
defeated  every  effort  to  incorporate  into  that  instrument  a declaration 
in  favor  of  the  gold  standard.  Is  this  an  evidence  of  the  sanity  of 
the  party? 

But,  we  are  told,  the  candidate  embodies  in  himself  the  principles 
of  the  latest  phases  of  Democracy.  Yet  his  lips  w’ere  closed  when  his 
views  would  have  sealed  his  fate  as  a Presidential  possibility,  and 
only  opened  when  the  nomination  was  his.  And  now,  after  having 
twice  voted  to  debase  the  currency  of  the  people,  the  nominee  an- 
nounces that  the  gold  standard  is  irrevocably  fixed.  He  argues,  in 
fact,  that  the  Republicans  were  right,  that  he  and  his  party  were 
wrong,  and  that  the  friends  of  the  right  should  turn  over  the  govern- 
ment to  the  adherents  of  the  wrong.  Can  sanity  and  safety  lie  in  a 
change  like  this? 

But  the  nominee  endorses  all  the  other  vagaries  of  his  party,  in- 
cluding the  declaration  that  the  tariff  is  a robbery,  but  consoles  those 
who  know'S  by  sad  experience  what  Democratic  tariff  revision  means, 
with  the  statement  that  if  he  is  elected  he  cannot  accomplish  harm 
in  that  direction,  because  the  Republicans  are  sure  to  hold  the  Senate 
for  a number  of  years.  Thus  will  safety  and  sanity  be  secured  be- 
cause Republicans  are  expected  to  remain  in  partial  power  as  a pre- 
ventative of  Democratic  evil. 

The  line  of  sanity  and  safety  in  public  administration  is  best  de- 
fined by  the  scriptural  injunction  to  “prove  all  things  and  hold  fast 
to  that  which  is  good.”  This,  if  accepted  by  the  people,  will  result 
in  the  overwhelming  triumph  of  Roosevelt  and  Fairbanks,  and  the 
continuance  of  the  policies  of  the  Republican  party. 
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STATE  ISSUES. 

Record  of  the  Two  Parties  in  the  Government  of 

New  Jersey. 

The  importance  of  the  campaign  in  New  Jersey  this  year  cannot 
be  overestimated.  Besides  the  election  of  a President  and  members 
of  Congress,  there  is  to  be  elected  a Governor,  and  a legislature  which 
will  choose  a United  States  Senator.  Only  once  m twelve  years  do 
we  have  an  election  of  such  importance  to  the  people  of  this 
State.  The  result  will  in  all  probability  determine  tlie  policy  of  ♦uf 
State  government  for  a number  of  years  to  come. 

As  in  national  affairs,  we  can  only  judge  which  party  will 
serve  the  public  interests  by  a comparison  of  the  service  rendered  by 
each  while  in  power.  It  may  be  argued  that  the  Democracy  of  New 
Jersey  has  entered  a state  of  sanity  and  safety,  but  the  evidence*  of 
such  a transition  are  lacking.  The  record  of  that  party,  when  l^t 
in  power,  has  an  important  bearing  on  this  campaign,  becau^  the 
same  leaders  are  still  in  control  of  the  party  organization.  Those 
WHO  were  prominent  in  coal  combine,  race  track  and  other  iniquitous 
legislation,  and  who  were  factors  in  the  party  management  when  the 
treasury  of  the  State  was  looted,  are  still  the  controlling  forces  in  the 

affairs  of  the  party. 

At  the  recent  Democratic  State  Convention,  to  elect  delegates  t© 
the  national  convention,  violence  was  used  to  suppress  opposition, 
and  the  delegation  elected  included  James  Smith,  Jr.;  William 
Thompson  (the  Duke  of  Gloucester)  ; Robert  Davis  and  Johnston 
Cornish,  leaders  of  powerful  influence  at  the  time  when  the  people 
swept  their  party  from  power  because  of  its  maladministration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  State. 

Thus  the  attempt  to  restore  the  Democratic  party  to  control  in  this 
State, proves  to  be  only  a recrudescence  of  the  leaders  who  were  once 
discredited,  and  this  being  the  case,  it  is  only  just  to  the  people  to 
reprint  the  record  of  the  last  period  of  Democratic  authority  in  N^’ 
Jersey,  together  with  the  story  of  Republican  management  m the 
years  that  have  followed,  that  Jerseymen  rnay  form  their  own  con- 
clusions from  the  records  made  by  both  parties,  as  to  which  should  be 
chosen  to  conduct  their  affairs. 
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THE  RECORD  OF  DEMOCRACY. 

A Firm  Hold  on  Power  Secured. 

From  1879  to  1890,  inclusive,  the  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of 
our  State  affairs  was  in  a measure  divided.  While  the  Democrats 
controlled  the  Executive  department  during  that  period,  there  was 
but  one  year  in  wluch  they  had  a majority  in  both  houses  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  then  the  majority  was  so  small  as  to  make  extremely 
partisan  or  vicious  legislation  a difficult  matter.  For  eleven  of  these 
twelve  years  the  Republicans  controlled  one  or  both  houses,  and  the 
effect  upon  the  government  of  the  State  was  wholesome. 

The  three  years  that  followed — t!^t-’93 — afforded  a period  of  un- 
checked Democratic  rule.  In  addition  to  the  Executive,  the  Demo- 
crats held  both  branches  of  the  legislature  by  large  majorities  and 
were  therefore  in  absolute  control  of  the  State  government.  This 
great  and  unusual  preponderance  of  power  excited  the  cupidity  of  the 
worst  element  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  there  came  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  organization  and.  through  this,  to  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  State,  the  most  desperate  and  reckless  combination  of 
political  marauders  that  ever  grasped  the  reins  of  government. 

A Gerrymander  Established. 

Their  first  objective  was  to  entrench  themselves  in  power  so 
strongly  that  their  removal  could  not  be  accomplished  by  an\1;hing 
less  than  a great  political  revolution.  The  redistricting  of  the  State, 
upon  the  basis  of  the  census  of  1890.  afforded  the  opportunity  they 
desired.  The  State  was  gerrymandered  in  the  most  outrageous 
manner,  the  new  Assembly  districts  being  created  without  regard  to 
geographical  lines  or  distribution  of  population.  Equality  of  repre- 
sentation was  so  completely  ignored  that,  in  some  Republican  dis- 
tricts, from  three  to  four  times  as  many  votes  were  required  to  elect 
an  Assemblyman  as  were  required  in  certain  of  the  Democratic 
districts. 

The  division  of  Camden-county  will  serve  as  an  illustration  of  this. 
In  one  Assembly  district  a population  of  65.000  was  required  for  the 
election  of  a Republican  Assemblynman,  while  in  a second  15.000 
people  could  elect  a Democratic  member,  and  in  a third  only.  10.000 
people  were  required  for  the  election  of  a Democratic  representative. 

The  Hold  on  Power  Clinched  Through  Office  Holders. 

Having  thus  provided  for  the  control  of  the  State,  with  the  aid  of 
a minority  of  its  voters,  the  next  step  was  to  “make  assurance 
doubly  sure”  by  the  creation  of  useless  offices  to  be  filled  by  hench- 
men of  the  party,  whose  interest  it  would  be  to  promote  Democratic 
success  in  all  parts  of  the  State.  Officers-at-large  were  created,  and 
the  principle  of  home  rule  was  violated  bv  causing  the  creation  and 
tenure  of  municipal  officers  to  pass  under  legislative  control.  As  an 
instance  of  this  may  be  cited  the  case  of  the  City  Collector  of  Jersey 
City,  The  term  of  this  official,  who  had  been  elected  for  two  years 
only,  was  extended  by  the  legislature  to  five  years. 

In  the  year  1892,  sixty-five  acts  were  passed  by  the  legislature  for 
(he  creation  of  new  offices.  These  enabled  the  appointment  of  2,624 
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persons  and  increased  the  salary  list  of  the  State  for  that  j^ar  » 
by  more  than  a quarter  of  a million  of  dollars.  Useless  offices  ^ 
created  in  all  departments  of  government  and  salaries  were  ev  y- 
where  increased  with  utter  disregard  of  the  fact  that  the  money  o 
people  was  being  used  to  meet  this  enormously  increased  expen 

In  municipalities,  where  veterans  of  the  Civil  War  in 
positions  could  not  be  removed  by  reason  of  laws  devised  tor 
puptection,  new  officers  were  created  and  placed  oyer  them,  tmis  ro 
bmg  the  veterans  of  their  authority,  and  increasing  the  public  ex- 
penditure of  such  localities,  in  addition  to  the  already  large  y 
creased  expenditures  of  the  State. 

The  control  of  the  institutions  of  the  State  by  non-partisan  boards 
was  everywhere  brought  to  an  end,  and  our  penal,  chanta  e an 
educational  institutions  were  turned  into  political  machines  and  pro 
tituted  to  serve  partisan  ends, 

The  vast  number  of  political  offices  created  makes  an  enumeraticm 
and  description  of  them  impossible  within  the  scope  of  this  wor  . 
but  a few  samples  may  be  given  as  illustrative  of  the  whole.  _ 

A Commissioner  of  Mines,  without  knowledge  or  experience  in 

mining,  who  drew  a salary  of  $1,000  per  year.  . * j 

A Chief  of  State  Police,  with  no  duties  to  perform  except  to  draw 

his  salary  of  $2,500  per  annum.  ^ , 

A State  Electrical  Sub- Way  Commission  of  three  mei^ers  and  a 
clerk,  with  salaries  of  $1,500  each,  or  $6,000  in  all.  clothed  with  abso- 
lute control  over  the  streets  of  municipalities,  with  power  to  dernand 
concessions  from  corporations,  and  which  deprived  the  municipalities 
of  the  right  to  regulate  the  arrangement  and  distribution  ot  electnca. 

wires  and  poles  within  their  own  limits.  ...  , * 1 

A State  Superintendent  of  School  Census,  with  salary  of  $2,000  and 
power  to  appoint  more  than  T.500  Democratic  partisans  as  sch^l 
census  enumerators,  thus  depriving  local  Boards  of  Education  of  the 
right  to  perform  this  work.  The  taking  of  the  School 
longer  a partisan  matter,  but  is  controlled  by  local  Boards  of  Educa- 

^'°A  useless  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  State  Prison  Inspectors  and  so 
on,  until  the  payroll  of  the  State  was  increased  by  hundreds  of  thous- 
and of  dollars  to  provide  berths  for  politicians  at  the  expense  of  the 

people. 

Municipalities  Also  Burdened. 

When  it  was  found  that  the  great  increase  of  patronage  thus  pro- 
vided by  the  State  was  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  rapacity  of  their 
followers,  the  Democratic  legislature  invaded  the  cities  of  the  -tate 
and  forced  its  partisans  into  local  offices.  A few  illustrations  will 
suffice  to  show  the  general  working  of  the  nefarious 

Superintendents  were  appointed  over  the  Chiefs  of  Police  and  hire 
Departments  in  Newark  and  Jersey  City,  thus  making  a useless 
double-headed  control.  They  were  salaried  at  $3,000  each  and  in- 
volved an  ex-pense  of  $12,000  annually  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  two 

Police  Justices,  appointed  bv  the  Governor,  were  provided  for  the 
• cities  of  Camden,  Trenton  and  Newark,  without  regard  to  the  wishes 
of  the  people  of  these  cities,  which,  with  the  machinery  ot  then 
courts,  involved  an  additional  expense  of  about  $6,000  per 

Assistant  Prosecutors  were  created  in  counties  of  over  65000  in- 
habitants,  at  salaries  ranging  from  $1,200  to  $3,500  per  year,  thus  in- 
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creasing  the  local  burdens  in  the  counties  of  Camden,  Essex,  Mon- 

Union  to  the  extent  of  more  than  $15,000  a year. 

t hree  Police  Courts  were  established  in  cities  of  the  first  class, 
with  Justices  appointed  by  the  Governor,  at  a salary  of  $2,500  each. 

1 he  toregoing  instances  serve  merely  to  indicate  something  of  the 
enormous  expense  saddled  upon  municipalities  by  Democratic  legis- 
latures in  the  creation  of  these  and  kindred  offices,  but  the  full  extent 
of  the  burden  thus  imposed  is  difficult  to  compute. 

A Reign  of  Partisan  Greed. 

In  many  departments  of  the  State  Government,  and  in  many  of  the 
institutions  under  State  control,  there  had  hitherto  been  non-partisan 
management  or  strong  minority  representation.  But  partisan  greed 
had  nov/  become  whetted  to  such  an  extent  tnat  these  were  gradually 
given  over  to  absolute  partisan  direction. 

An  act^was  passed  abolishing  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  StaU 
formal  School  and  constituting  the  State  Board  of  Education  the 
1 rustees  of  the  School  Fund.  Under  this  act  a strongly  partisan 
board  was  created,  consisting  of  the  Governor,  Secretary  of  State, 
President  of  the  Senate,  Spealcer  of  the  House,  Attorney-General  and 
Comptroller,  together  with  eight  members  appointed  by  the  Governor. 

County  License  Excise  Commissions  were  created,  consisting  of 
three  persons  appointed  by  the  Governor.  These  boards  were  given 
absolute  control  of  the  liquor  traffic,  that  they  might  use  it  for  politi- 
cal purposes.^  This  odious  measure  completely  robbed  the  local 
authorities  of  the  right  to  regulate  the  traffic  and  even  empowered 
these  boards  to  grant  licenses  where  such  had  been  refused  by  the 
municipal  authorities  and  to  reduce  the  license  fees  fixed  by  such 
municipalities.  The  Commissioners  appointed  were  all  partisans  and, 
in  Cumberland  county,  all  were  indicted  for  extortion. 

The  terms  of  office  of  all  City  District  Court  Judges  were  termin- 
ated by  law  and  the  Govemor  was  empowered  to  appoint  their  suc- 
cessors. He  improved  the  opportunity  by  appointing  nine  Democrats 
in  the  places  of  the  judges  who  were  thus  legislated  out  of  office. 

In  the  case  of  one  city,  whose  population  was  not  sufficient  to  ne- 
cessitate a District  Court  Judge  under  the  existing  law,  and  where  it 
was  desired  to  make  a place  for  a Democratic  politician,  the  Demo- 
crats caused  to  be  enacted  a special  law  creating  this  personal  benefi- 
ciary’ a District  Court  Judge  at  a salary  of  $1,500,  which  was  after- 
wards increased  to  $2,000,  and  which,  with  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  Court,  saddled  an  expense  of  about  $3,000  on  that  locality. 

District  Courts  have  since  been  established  in  cities  tvhere  they  are 
needed  for  the  administration  of  justice,  but  with  due  regard  for  the 
requirements  of  such  communities.  Furthermore,  in  cities  where  two 
District  Court  Judges  are  required,  one  is  a Democrat  and  the  other 
is  a Republican,  by  appointment  of  a Republican  Governor. 

The  right  of  minority  representation  on  the  State  Board  of  As- 
sessors was  abolished  and  the  Governor  removed  Ex-Senator  Cattell, 
Republican,  in  order  to  make  the  board  entirely  partisan. 

The  BoarjJs  of  Managers  for  the  Trenton  and  Morristown  Asy- 
lums'were  abolished,  and  the  appointment  of  a single  board  for  both 
institutions  was  vested  in  the  Governor,  who  promptly  filled  it  with 
ring  partisans. 

The  State  Board  of  Taxation,  composed  of  three  members  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor,  at  salaries  of  $2,500  each,  was  made  entirely 
partisan. 
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The  appointment  of  five  State  Prison  Inspectors,  which  had  been 
partially  vested  in  the  legislature,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Governor  and  a full  Democratic  board  appointed. 

The  power  to  appoint  Fish  Commissioners  was  transferred  from 
the  legislature  to  the  Governor,  and  Democrats  only  were  appointed. 

The  right  of  the  Chancellor  and  Chief  Justice  to  participate  in  the 
appointment  of  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Reform  School  for  Boys 
was  revoked,  and  the  sole  power  of  appointment  vested  in  the  Gover- 
nor, who  made  the  Board  partisan  in  its  character. 

County  governments  were  in  like  manner  subjected  to  the  preval- 
ent desire  to  render  partisan  all  administrative  boards.  In  tin- 
counties  of  the  first  class,  and  in  certain  counties  of  the  second-class, 
the  election  of  Chosen  Freeholders  was  changed  from  wards  and 
townships  to  gerrymandered  Assembly  Districts.  It  thus  carhe  about 
that  the  majority  was  made  subject  to  ine  rule  of  the  minority  in 
local  affairs.  Republican  counties  were  governed  by  Democratic 
Boards  of  Freeholders  and  public  sentiment  was  grossly  ignored.  In 
tne  first  class  counties  the  pay  of  Freeholders  was  increased  and  ex- 
travagance ran  riot. 

In  the  State  Government  extravagance  w^as  directly  encouraged  by 
a vicious  enactment  appropriating  limitless  sums  of  money  to  be  paid 
from  the  State  Treasury,  on  the  order  of  the  Governor,  under  pre- 
tense of  taking  care  “that  the  law’S  be  faithfully  executed.” 

Tli«  School  Funds  Diverted. 

It  is  not  strange  that  this  reckless  disregard  for  honcstv  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  people’s  money  shold  have  led  these  political  bucca- 
neers into  financial  straits.  The  revenues  of  the  State  which  had 
been  devoted  to  educational  purposes,  had  been  jealously  guarded 
and,  hitherto,  no  political  party  had  had  the  temerity  to  divert  them 
from  the  objects  for  which  they  had  been  set  aside.  Rut  the  expense 
involved  by  the  appointment  of  thousands  of  useless  office-holders, 
together  with  the  extravagance  and  dishonesty  that  prevailed  in  every 
.avenue  of  public  expenditure,  made  such  a drain  upon  the  State  treas- 
urA'  that  there  was  imminent  danger  of  the  necessity  for  a State  tax. 
unless  revenues  could  be  obtained  outside  of  the  usual  sources.  A 
State  tax  meant  a public  aw’akening  that  would  bring  about  political 
destruction  and  was  to  be  avoided  at  all  hazards.  In  its  desperation 
the  legislature  oassed  a law’  which  authorized  the  use  c f the  proceeds 
of  new  riparian  grants  and  leases  for  State  purposes.  These  fund.^ 
had  alw’ays  been  rigidly  devoted  to  educational  uses,  and  the  amount 
thus  diverted  from  the  school  fund,  during  the  years  1891,  1R92,  1803. 
and  part  of  1894,  was  $io3.45544-  Had  not  this  encroachment  been 
checked  by  the  success  of  the  Republican  party,  it  is  more  than  prob- 
able that  the  best  feature  of  our  State  government— it ^ school  fund— 
would  liavc  been  destroyed. 

A Saturnalia  of  Dishonesty. 

Nor  is  it  strange  that  the  reckless  exti  avag.ance  should  have  led 
those  associated  with  it  to  actual  criminality,  through  the  appropria- 
tion of  public  funds  to  private  uses.  The  Select  Committee  of  the 
State  Senate,  in  the  investigation  of  1895,  disclosed  a mass  of  corrup- 
tion which  horrified  the  people  of  the  State.  The  testimony  taken 
nearly  a thousand  printed  pages  and  is  one  continuous  i ecc^d  of 
successfully  executed  efforts  to  loot  the  State  treasury.  Tne  books 
of  business  men  v/ere  mutilated  or  destroyed  in  order  that  they  might 
escape  examination  j vouchers  were  spirited  away,  and  evidence  was 
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Suppressed  by  the  wrong-doers  m eery  manner  possible.  Yet  enough 
was  obtained  to  make  the  disclosures  startling.  A brief  summary 
can  only  be  given  here,  but  it  will  suffice  to  show  the  downright  ras- 
cality that  seemed  everywhere  prevalent. 

Wholesale  Jobbery  in  Furniture. 

Between  1889  and  1893,  nearly  all  the  furniture  in  the  State  House 
was  disposed  of  for  trifling  sums,  by  auction  or  otherwise,  and  new 
furniture  put  in  its  place,  some  parts  of  the  building  being  even 
furnished  twice.  Some  of  the  money  realized  from  the  sale  of  old 
furniture  never  reached  the  Treasury.  Furniture  and  carpets  paid 
for  by  the  State  were  sent  to  public  officials  for  their  private  use,  and 
much  of  the  new  furniture  was  inferior  to  that  which  was  displaced. 
L.xpensive  walnut  furniture  was  taken  away  and  cheap  furniture 
made  of  oak  was  substituted.  The  enormous  sum  of  $123,909  was 
expended  on  furniture  for  the  State  House  between  1889  and  the 
date  ot  the  investigation.  The  prices  paid  were  exorbitant,  being  often 
double  the  usual  retail  price  of  the  goods.  Bills  were  falsified 
a>  to  quantities  and  prices,  and  large  bonuses  and  commissions  were 
paid  to  the  State  officers.  The  head  of  one  firm,  which  had  sold  the 
8tate  furniture  to  the  amount  of  $47,517,  produced  his  books  in  a 
mutilated  condition  and  testified  that  they  were  damaged  in  a mys- 
terious manner  by  some  unknown  persons  who  entered  his  store  on 
the  night  of  election  day — the  night  following  the  election  of  a Re- 
publican legislature!  Whole  pages  of  hooks  which  showed  transac- 
tions with  the  State,  were  cut  out  The  stubs  of  checks  which  had 
been  m.ade  to  the  firm  for  cash,  were  marked  with  the  initial  or 
name  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  State  House,  and  seemed  to  be 
about  ten  per  cent,  of  certain  bills  paid  for  by  the  State. 

An  expert  of  twenty  years  standing  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
furniture,  gave  startling  evidence  as  to  the  retail  value  of  the  goods 
furnished  and  the  prices  paid  by  the  State,  from  which  some  com- 
parisons are  taken  as  follows: 

Cost  to  State.  Retail  Price. 

Oak  desk  $ loo.OO  $ 4.5.00 

Sixteen  chairs 288.00  ] 08.00 

Two  couches 170.00  110.00 

Five  oak  chairs 150.00  83.00 

Four  revolving  book  cases 140.00  80.00 

Four  special  desks 384.00  I60.OO 

Wardrobe  140.00  75.00 

Oak  wardrobe 150.00  70.00 

Six  oak  leather  chairs 128.00  6^.00 

Two  hand-carved  desks 800.00  425.00 

Flat-top  desk  250.00  12.5.00 

192  uak  arm  chairs 1,344.00  804.00 

Normal  School. 

And  so  the  comparison  goes  on,  for  scores  of  items  and  through 
solid  pages  of  testimony,  showing  how  mercilessly  the  State  was 
robbed.  The  retail  prices  quoted  are  the  prices  at  which  individuals 
could  have  bought  the  articles  in  furniture  stores. 

It  was  found  that  a number  of  public  sales,  and  po.«®’bly  some 
private  sales,  of  furniture  and  other  public  property  wt  made  at 
different  times,  but  no  record  of  the  results  of  such  sales  could  be 
discovered.  At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  some  suras  of  money  were 


deposited  with  the  State  by  the  State  House  Custodian,  but  it  cout 
not  be  ascertained  how  such  sums  were  made  up.  No  one  could  e 
found  who  knew  how  much  the  sales  realized.  One  sale  was  made 
after  his  last  deposit.  The  man  who  kept  account  of  ihis  sale  and 
turned  it  in  to  the  custodian  thought  the  amount  realized  was  $414.05. 
The  entire  amount  realized  from  such  sales  was  between  $3.ow  and 
$4,000,  and  the  furniture  taken  out  was  replaced  at  a cost  of  more 
than  $120,000. 

Printing  Comes  High. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  facilitate  jobbery  in  the  matter  of  cur- 
rent printing.  The  State  documents  were  translated  into  German, 
Italian,  and  possibly  other  languages,  although,  as  was  shown  in  the 
investigation,  but  few  of  the  documents  printed  in  foreign  languages 
were  ever  circulated.  In  1893  'f  cost  more  than  $15,000  to  print  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  one  foreign  language  only,  ra- 
vored  bidders  conspired  to  get  big  prices.  It  came  out  10  fbe  evi- 
dence that,  in  one  case,  the  successful  bidder  paid  one  rival  $300  and 
another  $500  to  induce  them  to  bid  high,  in  order  that  he 
in  a lower  bid  and  still  get  the  work  at  an  enormous  price.  Evidence 
was  also  given  that  certain  printing  firms  paid  large  commissions  to 
men  of  political  influence  for  securing  the  passage  of  bills  which 
authorized  fat  printing  contracts. 

Expert  testimony  was  produced  to  show  that  33  per  cent,  would 
be  a good  profit  on  work  done  for  the  State,  but  that,  in  many  in- 
stances. the  prices  charged  exceeded  more  than  250  per  cent,  of  pro- 
fit. One  firm,  which  did  from  $15,000  to  $20,000  of  printing  for  the 
State  annuallv,  charged  $9,397  for  printing  a series  of  the  Usts  of 
Corporations.  The  actual  cost  of  the  work  was  but  $2,530* 
with  the  goodly  profit  of  one-third,  the  cost  to  the  State  should  not 
have  been  more  than  $3<373*  The  money  of  the  people  which  was 
squandered  in  this  manner  amounted  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of 

dollars.  , ^ , 

The  same  system  of  looting  was  pursued  in  the  matters  ot  adver- 
tising and  stationery,  and,  in  the  expenditures  for  these  purposes, 
amounting  to  about  $200,000  per  year,  immense  profits  were  shown 
to  have  been  made. 

State  House  Expenses* 

The  State  House  expenses  for  the  year  ending  October  31,  tS88, 
were  $19,000.  In  1889  an  act  was  passed  placing  the  Stc^e  House 
and  grounds  under  the  supervision  of  a Superintendent.  Lnder  his 
fostering  care  the  current  expenses  increased  by  leaps  and  hounds. 
The  examination  into  the  cause  of  this  increase  disclosed  some  re- 
markable operations.  1 • * 

The  preliminary  supplies  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  legislature 

fig^ired  to  some  extent  in  causing  this  increase.  Such  supplies  ^-o^slst 
of  brushes,  feather  dusters,  chamois  skins,  tumblers,  spittoons,  etc. 
In  18^,  the  year  the  Superintendent  assumed  charge,  the  cost  of 
these  supplies,  ordered  in  advance  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature 
was  $417.  but,  under  the  administration  of  this  Superintendent,  the 
amount  paid  had  increased  in  1894  to  $1,312.  Evidence  showed  that 
large  quantities  were  bought  by  this  Superintendent,  who  paid  the 
bills  himself,  although  the  goods  were  invoiced  to  the  State. 
person,  who  did  not  deal  in  these  goods,  but  who  had  married  the 
Superintendent’s  niece,  put  in  bills  for  such  supplies  and  collected 
large  sums  of  money  from  the  State,  as  the  ostensible  seller  of  the 
goods.  On  the  stand  he  admitted  that  he  had  not  furnished  such 


supplies  to  the  State,  but  had  acted  as  a dummy  in  the  collection  of 
t+ie  money  because  the  Superintendent,  being  an  officer  of  the  State, 
could  not  himself  sell  the  goods  to  the  State.  Bills  so  collected  by 
this  person  ran  from  $748.40  to  $1,186.18  He  never  saw  the  goods, 
did  not  even  know  where  they  came  from,  and  simply  made  out  the 
bills  from  memoranda  furnished  by  the  Superintendent.  The  bills 
were  made  in  such  consecutive  order  as  to  show  that  they  were 
copied  from  the  original  invoices,  except  that  they  were  falsified  as  to 
quantities  and  prices.  For  instance,  an  original  invoice  item  which 
read  “Four  dozen  feather  dusters,  18  inches,  at  $16.50  per  dozen, 
$66.00,  with  2 per  cent,  off  for  cash”  would  appear  in  the  bill  paid  by 
the  State  as  “Five  dozen  ostrich  feather  dusters,  18  inches,  $25.00  a I 
dozen,  $125.00.”  Another  item  of  the  invoice  would  be  “Four  dozen  ! 
chamois  skins,  No.  8,  $26.40,”  but  the  corresponding  item  in  the  bill 
presented  to  the  State  v/ould  be  “Four  dozen  extra  chamois  skins,  ai 
$10.20,  $40.80.”  Two  dozen  whisk  brooms,  invoiced  at  $3.50  per 
dozen,  would  appear  in  the  bill  for  the  State  as  four  dozen  at  $7.00 
per  dozen.  In  this  w^ay  the  cost  of  preliminary  supplies  was  in  a few 
years  more  than  trebled.  When  the  person  received  the  money  from 
the  State  he  paid  it  over  to  the  Superintendent’s  daughter. 

It  was  further  shown  that  a favored  party  bought  feather  dusters, 
brushes,  baskets  and  other  supplies  for  $433.10  and  turned  the  same 
articles  over  to  the  State  for  $735-5i-  He  didn’t  even  make  out  the 
bills.  This  was  done  by  a clerk  of  the  accommodating  Superintend- 
ent. The  buyer  admitted  that  he  might  have  spent  $100  on  cham- 
pagne for  the  Superintendent  and  his  friends.  In  line  with  this  it 
was  shown  that  the  State  paid  $225  for  tw'o  liquor  refrigerators,  for 
use  in  the  State  House  W'hen  it  was  under  charge  of  this  .Super- 
intendent. 

A Ltavlsh  Supply  of  Coal. 

The  quantity  of  fuel  used  in  the  State  House  had  increased  so 
greatly  under  the  administration  of  this  particular  Superintendent 
that  this  item  also  was  made  a subject  of  investigation.  For  seven 
years  the  average  cost  had  been  $1,865.64  per  annum.  For  the  year 
1892  it  was  $4,884.28;  for  1893,  $7,472.44;  and  for  1894,  $9,010.50.  One 
dealer,  w^ho  figures  prominently  in  many  of  the  supply  proceedings, 
furnished  about  $7,700  of  coal  in  the  last  named  year.  The  Superin- 
tendent bought  the  coal.  The  State  had  no  way  to  determine  w^eight, 
except  from  slips  furnished  by  the  dealer,  and  these  slips  were  de-  j 
stroyed  after  the  bills  v/ere  checked.  The  dealer’s  bookkeeper  w'as 
unable  to  furnish  the  books  of  receipts  that  w’ere  given  for  the  coal 
on  delivery.  He  testified  that  they  had  been  placed  in  a closet  w^here 
some  obliging  mice  had  eaten  most  of  them  up,  and  the  remnants  I 

were  burned  shortly  before  the  investigation  commenced.  He  was  ' 

also  unable  to  say  whether  there  had  been  any  bids  for  the  coal  fur- 
nished to  the  State. 

The  Coal  Dealer  Has  a Contract.  ^ 

The  same  coal  dealer  obtained  a contract  to  tear  down  the  old 
Assembly  Chamber  for  $1,700,  and  all  the  materials  that  were  not 
used  in  the  new'  building.  One  witnes.s  swore  that  there  was  about 
$3,000  worth  of  stone  which  went  back  into  the  new  building;  this 
the  Superintendent  told  him  to  keep  a record  of,  saying  that  “w'e 
w'ould  have  that  for  ourselves!”  It  was  also  brought  out  that  the 
State  paid  for  labor  used  in  tearing  down  the  old  building,  which  the 
contractor  had  contracted  to  remove.  The  contractor’s  cash  books, 
from  which  it  was  hoped  to  get  some  facts  relating  to  this  contract. 
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had  also  been  burned  by  his  serviceable  bookkeeper.  _ From  the  books 
that  were  obtain.able  facts  were  elicited  to  show  their  evident  falsifi- 
cation. The  bookkeeper  could  only  attribute  each  apparent  falsifica- 
tioti  to  error. 

The  Superintendent  Improves  His  Oppportunities. 

In  fact,  no  opportunity  escaped  the  energetic  Superintendent.  The 
military  department  of  the  State  was  frequently  used  for  the  trans- 
portation of  individuals  in  no  wuse  connected  with  the  service,  and 
tlie  Superintendent  appears  to  have  been  active  in  providing  means  of 
travel  for  himself  and  friends  at  the  public  expense. 

In  addition  to  his  salary  of  $2,000,  afterwards  increased  to  $3,000, 
as  Superintendent  of  the  State  House,  he  was  allowed  additional 
sums,  amounting  to  $1,800.  for  superintending  special  work,  such  as 
construction,  heating,  ventilating  and  repairing,  although  he  was  not 
an  expert  artisan  of  any  kind.  The  architect  of  the  new'  Assembly 
Chamber  certified  his  bills,  but  testified  that  he  knew  nothing  regard- 
ing his  qualifications. 

Goods  Paid  For  But  Not  Furnished. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  State  Board  of  Assessors,  from  1887  to 
the  time  of  the  investigation,  stated  each  year  that  a railroad  map  of 
tne  State  had  been  adopted  as  a part  of  the  report.  This  map  was 
prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  and  another  employee  of  the 
St-’te.  and  much  of  the  material  used  wras  charged  to  the  State.  In 
1887.  the  State  paid  $1,500  for  the  entire  original  edition  of  6.000  cop- 
ies. The  State  also  paid  for  mounting  several  hundred  of  these  cop- 
ies at  a cost  of  about  twenty-five  cents  each.  Many  of  these  mounted 
copies  w'ere  again  sold  to  the  State  officers,  and  paid  for  by  the  State 
at  a cost  of  $3.50  each,  and  others  were  sold  to  the  public  by  the 
Secretary  for  his  ow'n  profit.  Annually  thereafter,  until  1894,  the 
State  paid  for  editions  of  this  n:ap,  in  all  41.000  copies,  but  the  in- 
vestigation disclosed  the  fact  that  only  6,000  copies  of  the  map  were 
ever  printed.  In  1892.  1893  and  1894.  4,000  copies  of  a revised  and 
reduced  edition  w’ere  printed,  of  which  only  2,600  were  delivered  by 
the  printer,  1,400  being  held  in  New  York  because  th»y  w'ere  not  paid 
for.  The  printers  of  the  annual  report  presented  sworn  bills  every 
year  for  the  maps  they  had  not  seen  and,  after  deducting  a commis- 
sion of  ten  per  cent.,  paid  the  remainder  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board.  The  money  lost  to  the  State  in  this  way  was  fully  $8,000. 

Metallic  Pigeon  Hole  Cases. 

Large  quantities  of  metallic  cases  for  filing  purposes  were  fur- 
nished for  the  various  offices  in  the  State  House.  Some  of  the 
officers  testified  that  they  had  not  asked  for  the  introduction  of  tiiese 
boxes,  but  that  the  State  Comptroller  urged  their  adoption.  One 
officer  declined  to  approve  the  bills  as  to  price,  but  they  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Comptroller  and  w'ent  through.  Another  officer  w'a*- 
astonished  at  the  cost  and  would  only  approve^  the  bills  as  to  the 
goods  furnished.  No  record  w'as  found  01  any  bids  having  been  pre- 
.sented  for  this  great  amount  of  work. 

The  man.  who.  had  the  exclusive- agency  for  these  files  in  this  terri- 
tory, testified  that  he  agreed,  in  consideration  of  a ten  per  cent,  com- 
mission on  the  amount  of  the  sale,  to  let  Mr.  Dick  put  in  this  work, 
because  Mr.  Dick,  who  had  been  to  Trenton  to  see  the  Comptroller, 
told  him  that  no  one  ekse  could  get  the  work.  He  was  afterward 
compelled  to  bring  suit  for  this  commission,  and  it  transpired  in  the 


trial  that  the  contractors  received  but  $4.1 17  ^or  a part  of  the  work 
for  which  the  State  paid  $13,240.  Where  the  remaining  $9,000  went 
to  is  a mystery.  The  testimony  showed  that,  at  the  lower  gu  , 
there  was  a profit  of  fully  33  i-3  per  cent.  The  entire 
cost  of  the  State  $21,847,  could  readily  have  been  obtained  toi  $7*5oo. 
and  still  have  afforded  a liberal  profit  to  tne  contractor. 

£ven  Patriotism  Is  Costly. 

A law  was  passed  for  the  erection  of  a flag  staff  ai^  flag , to  be 
placed  upon  the  front  of  the  State  House  building. 
ranged,  through  the  Superintendent,  to  do  the  work  for  $1.3^  and 
was  awarded  the  job.  On  investigation,  this  party  admitted  that  th** 
materials  for  the  flag  staff  cost  $133  and  the  flag  itse  f $70.  bum- 
ming up  everything,  he  could  make  his  whole  outlay  only  $5iS.  wmcu 
left  him  the  neat  profit  of  $835.  Another  party,  who  vyas  m .he 
contract  with  the  first  party,  said  that  at  the  outset  he  advised  that  a 
bid  for  $320  should  be  put  in,  as  the  work  could  be  done  tor  tins 
amount,  and  it  was  agreed  to  do  so.  He  afterwards  understood  tiat 
the  bid  was  to  be  increased  to  $520,  and  went  on  with  the  work,  sup- 
posing that  this  was  to  be  the  amount  of  the  contract.  He  did  not 
know  until  afterwards  that  $i,350  had  been  paid,  and  upon  le.arning 

this  fact,  he  sued  for  a larger  share  of  the  , r c*.  ♦ 

A Trenton  witness  testihed  to  having  notihed  bidders  tor  ^laie 
work,  by  direction  of  the  Superintendent,  that  they  rnust  include  in 
their  bids  a certain  percentage  “on  the  outside;  he  also  swore  .na  , 
after  a bill  for  lumber  had  been  checked  up  by  him  as  correct,  he  was 
induced  to  check  up  a new  bill  to  which  was  added  three  t.ii»usan 
extra  teet  of  lumber,  at  $25  per  thousand.  The  bill,  he  said,  was  re- 
turned by  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  for  something  o 

added  on  for  political  purposes.”  t,  •,  r, 

A lumber  mercliant  of  Trenton  was  unable  to  explain  why,  in  a 

number  of  cases,  he  was  paid  for  more  lumber  than  his  own 
book  called  for.  There  was  no  one  who  could  explain  it,  he  saici. 
except  the  bookkeeper  who  kept  the  accounts — and  the  bookkeeper  in 
question  was  now  dead. 

The  Rebuilding  of  the  Assembly  Chamber. 

This  work,  which  cost  the  State  $232,000,  offered  a stupendous  op- 
portunity for  private  profit,  and  the  evidence  goes  to  show  that  this 
opportunity  was  fully  used.  What  these  profits  were  will  never  e 
known,  as  much  of  the  work  was  under  the  immediate  supervision  o 
the  Governor,  and  the  Select  Committee  was  greatly  embarrassed  in 
the  investigation  because  evidences  of  the  contracts  were  missing 
from  the  public  files;  moreover,  the  bids,  correspondence  and  othei 
documents,  which  appear  to  have  been  kept  in  the  Executive  olhces, 
were  removed,  with  all  the  Executive  files,  from  the  State  House  at 
the  close  of  the  Governor’s  term.  Enough  was  elicited,  however,  to 
show  that,  in  the  erection  of  this  costly  structure,  an  aj-chitect  was 
employed  who  had  never  before  designed  and  erected  a building,  ana 
. that  no  plans  of  his  work  appeared  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
■ State,  except  some  blue  prints  founds  among  rubbish  in  the  cellar  01 
the  State  House.  These  did  not  so  much  as  indicate  a veltilatmg  ap- 
paratus, but  such  an  apparatus,  of  an  obsolete  and  unsatisfactory 
character,  was  put  in  at  a cost  of  $25,896;  evidence  was  to 

show  that  a full  price  for  this  plant,  with  a large  profit,  would  have 
been  $15,923.  By  arrangement  with  the  Governor,  a similar  ap- 
paratus, obsolete  and  ^.ell  nigh  useless,  was  afterwards  put  into 
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the  Senate  Chamber  by  the  same  contractor,  at  a cost  of  $21,625.  A 
full  price  for  this,  according  to  the  evidence,  would  have  been  $11,102. 
The  electrical  plant  in  the  State  House,  with  fixtures  and  supplies, 
cost  about  $48,000.  and  the  evidence  indicates  gross  overcharges  and 
the  probable  payment  of  commissions  on  this  work. 

Great  Profit  in  Painting. 

An  exhaustive  inquiry  showed  that  more  than  $10,000  had  been 
paid  one  painter  for  work  in  the  State  House,  and  that  in  this  charge, 
to  use  the  language  of  the  report,  “false  entries  of  labor  and  material 
had  been  made,  the  prices  likewise  being  exorbitant  and  the  peculation 
being  probably  $4,000.  That  commissions  were  paid  on  this  work 
was  not  seriously  denied.”  The  contractor  did  his  business  mainly 
through  the  Superintendent,  who  waited  on  him  and  asked  him  to  go 
to  Trenton  for  that  purpose,  and  he  admitted  that  he  had  paid  some 
money  to  the  Superintendent. 

The  foregoing  instances,  culled  from  the  mass  of  testimony,  afford 
but  an  inkling  of  the  rascality  revealed  by  the  investigation,  but  they 
are  sufficient  to  show  the  rottenness  that  characterized  the  general 
conduct  of  State  affairs. 

Inquiry  into  the  matter  of  Executive  expenses  revealed  the  fact  that 
here  also  had  been  a rapid  increase.  During  the  previous  adminis- 
tration to  the  one  in  question,  such  expenses  were  for  postage  solely, 
and  averaged  $501  per  year.  Under  this  particular  adrninistration 
the  postage  account  averaged  $8^7  per  year  and  “incidental  ex- 
penses" $1,387  per  year.  The  Governor’s  private  secretary  received 
during  the  first  year,  for  salary. counsel  fees  and  incidentals,  $2,729.37; 
during  the  second  year.  $4,615.44.  and  during  the  third  year,  $<^i.  155.^. 
The  Executive  expenses,  during  the  first  two  years  of  the  next  admin- 
istration, dropped  to  $390  for  postage  and  $107  for  incidentals. 

Criminals  Saved  from  the  Penalty  of  Their  Crimes. 

The  exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Board  of  Pardons,  in  releas- 
ing criminals  from  the  punishment  imposed  by  the  courts  for  their 
offences,  is  one  of  the  many  unpleasant  memories  of  this  period. 
When,  after  two  years  of  strenuous  litigation,  the  convictions  of  the 
Hudson  county  ballot  box  stuff ers  were  affirmed  by  the  highest  court, 
and  the  conspirators  sentenced  to  terms  of  from  nine  to  eighteen 
months  in  prison,  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  State  was  encouraged. 
Thirty-two  offenders  were  placed  in  the  State  Prison  and  twelve  in 
the  Hudson  County  Penitentiary  in  the  fall  of  1892.  Without  any 
formal  application,  the.  Board  of  Pardons,  of  their  own  motion,  re- 
leased the  thirty-two  men  from  State  Prison  in  one  day,  and  made 
out  the  paroles  of  tho.se  in  the  Hudson  County  Penitentiary.  The 
only  person  who  appeared  to  urge  these  naroles  was  the  Chairman 
of  the  Democratic  State  Committee. 

7 he  racetrack  gamblers,  who  had  outrag^ed  public  sentiment  by 
securing  control  of  legislation,  vvere  shielded  in  a similar  way.  The 
four  convicts,  who  had  kept  a disorderly  place  at  Clifton  Race  Track, 
and  who  wer«  sentenced  to  State  Prison,  were  freed  by  the  Board  of 
Pardons  without  serving  a day  of  their  sentence.  An  influential  race 
track  gambler  of  Monmouth,  who  had  murdered  another  man  and 
was  sentenced  to  ten  years  in  the  State  Prison  in  consequence,  was 
pardoned  after  sixteen  months  imprisonment.  The  quartet  of  con- 
victs who  owned  the  Guttenburg  Race  Track,  were  pardoned  at  a 
hastily  convened  meeting  of  the  board,  within  forty-eight  hours  aft*r 
they  had  been  condemned  by  the  Court  of  last  resort. 
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THE  PERIOD  OF  RECONSTRUCTION. 

The  Popular  Revolt. 

It  appears  almost  incredible  that  such  a state  of  affairs  as  obtained 
under  Democratic  control,  could  continue  for  even  a few  years  with- 
out causing  a political  revolution.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  real  disbursements  of  the  State  were  skillfully  concealed.  Not 
only  were  official  fees  covered  up  and  not  reported  to  the  people,  the 
extraordinary  disbursements  for  supplies  and  for  jobbery  w'ere  often 
hidden  under  the  guise  of  appropriations  that  had  no  apparent  relev- 
ancy to  them.  Moreover,  the  party  in  power,  by  neglecting  the 
necessary  improvement  of  public  institutions,  and  by  diverting  some 
of  the  school  funds,  found  the  revenues  of  the  State  sufficient  to  meet 
their  expenditures  and  thus  managed  to  avoid  a direct  tax,  which 
w'ould  have  aroused  public  attention. 

The  outrageous  coal  combine  legislation,  and  the  rumors  that  w'ere 
rife  as  to  the  means  employed  to  secure  this,  did  cause  a spasm  of 
public  indignation,  but,  with  the  aid  of  the  gerrymandered  legislative 
districts,  the  Democrats  w'eathered  that  storm  and,  believing  them- 
selves invincible,  plunged  still  more  recklessly  into  that  career  of 
wrong-doing  which  eventually  resulted  in  their  complete  dowmfall. 

Promoting  Race-Track  Gambling. 

The  gamblers  who  controlled  the  race  tracks  of  the  State  had  as 
keen  a scent  for  plunder  as  had  the  political  cormorants  of  the  party 
in  power.  They  contributed  to  the  success  of  that  party,  and  de- 
manded in  return  immunity  from  the  laws  which  they  constantly 
violated  in  their  work  of  fleecing  the  unwary  and  corrupting  the 
morals  of  young  men.  Race  track  gambling  became  prevalent  in 
every  community  and  was  attended  with  business  failures  and  the 
defalcations  of  those  who  used  the  funds  of  their  employers  to  enable 
them  to  indulge  in  the  dangerous  and  illegal  practice  of  betting  on  the 
races.  If  efforts  w'ere  made  to  punish  the  gamblers,  they  w'ere  shielded 
by  complaisant  lower  courts  which  accepted  straw  bail  or  imposed 
nominal  fines. 

Public  sentiment  against  the  evil  was  increasing,  however,  and 
forced  the  gamblers  and  their  Democratic  allies  to  desperate  meas- 
ures. The  first  move  of  this  unholy  alliance  was  to  secure  control 
of  the  legislative  branch  of  the  State  Government  and  then  to  revise 
the  laws  which  authorized  the  punishment  of  the  gambling  fraternity. 
This  was  successfully  accomplished  through  the  defeat  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  the  election  of  1892.  Both  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture w'hich  met  in  January  1893,  were  under  their  control  and  an  open 
challenge  was  given  to  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  State  by  the  elec- 
tion of^a  race  track  starter  to  the  Speakership  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. Then  came  the  open  assault  upon  such  laws  as  were  on  the 
statute  books  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  the  evil  of  gambling. 
The  race  track  starter  cracked  his  whip  over  the  Democratic  ma- 
jority in  the  House,  the  large  majority  in  the  Senate  was  complaisant, 
and  the  gamblers  secured  whatever  they  wished. 

Three  noteworthy  acts  were  passed  for  their  benefit.  They  first  pro- 
vided that  betting  and  the  practice  of  betting,  that  form  of  gambling 
eommonly  known  as  boolfr-making,  upon  horse  races  within  the  in- 
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closed  grounds  of  any  incorporated  association,  ©r  the  keeping  of  a 
place  w-ithin  such  grounds  to  which  persons  may  resort  for  such  bet- 
ting, shall  not  constitute  any  misdemeanor  or  criminal  offense  when 
such  race  tracks  are  licensed  as  provided  for  in  a companion  act  intro- 
duced at  the  same  time. 

The  second  was  the  companion  act  in  question  and  provided  sev- 
eral easy  methods  for  the  unconditional  _ licwsing  of  the  old  and 
offensive  race  courses.  It  further  made  it  difficult  for  a new  race 
course  to  get  a license,  by  requiring  for  such  license  a three-fourths 
vote  of  the  Board  of  Freeholders.  This  act  gave  to  the  existing  race 
tracks,  which  were  already  under  indictment,  a virtual  monoply  of 
the  infamous  business,  since  they  not  only  offered  such  franchises 
cheaper  to  law-breakers  than  to  honest  men,  but  they  made  it  nearly 
impossible  for  outsiders  to  obtain  them. 

The  third  act  provided  that  betting  or  book-making,  and  the  keep- 
ing of  places  in  which  persons  may  resort  for  such  purposes,  shall  not 
be  deemed  a disorderly  house  offense  or  a nuisance,  but  shall  simply 
be  deemed  a misdemeanor,  punishable  by  a fine  not  exceeding  the 
paltry  sum  of  twenty  dollars.  This  act  was  passed  to  avoid  the  pos- 
\ sible  unconstitutionality  of  the  two  acts  above  named,  and  to  enable 
the  gamblers  to  defy  the  law  at  nominal  expense,  by  repealing  the 
former  heavy  penalties  of  fine  and  imprisonment.  The  courts  were 
thus  rendered  powerless  to  pass  sentence  in  case  offenders  were  tried 

and  convicted.  . , , /-m  , 

While  these  acts  were  pending,  the  representatives  of  the  Churches 

and  of  the  moral  element  in  the  various  communities  of  the  S'Pde 
hastened  to  Trenton  in  great  numbers,  held  meetings  in  the  Legis- 
lative chambers,  and  earnestly  protested  against  the  passage  of  such 
measures  for  the  promotion  of  crime.  _ Not  only  were  their  pleadings 
ignored,  but  their  very  presence  subjected  them  to  taunts  and  in- 
sults. 

Redemption  at  Last. 

The  race  track  legislation,  however,  proved  the  .salvation  of  the 
State.  The  unparalleled  outrage  rou-sed  the  honest  sentiment  of  the 
I people  as  it  was  never  before  roused  in  New  Jersey.  It  was  the  one 

i issue  of  the  next  election,  in  the  fall  of  1893,  and  the  Democratic 
managers,  who  had  entered  into  this  vile  partnership  with  race  track 
gamblers,  felt  the  heavy  hand  of  public  vigilance.  The  power  of 
patronage  provided  through  the  creation  of  thousands  of  useless 
office-holders,  tlie  large  sums  filched  from  the  treasury  through  dis- 
honest contracts  and  supplies,  and  the  immense  advantage  derived 
from  the  gerrymandering  of  the  Assembly  Districts,  were  pow'crless 
to  save  them.  The  tidal  wave  of  public  indignation  swept  them  from 

1 power  in  the  legislative  houses  of  the  State  government. 

The  Republicans  carried  seven  of  the  eight  counties  which  elected 
Senators  that  year,  and,  as  they  had  four  hold-over. s,  they  secured  a 
i majority  of  one  in  the  State  Senate.  They  also  carried  39  of  the  60 
I Assemb’ly  Districts,  giving  them  a substantial  majority  m the  House. 

Desperatiou  of  Defeat. 

To  the  combine  of  political  rogues  and  gamblers  this  defeat  was 
appalling.  It  meant  the  beginning  of  the  end — loss  of  power,  the  light 
! of  day  on  their  nefarious  practices,  and  a terrible  accounting  to  the 
) peoplk  About  this  time  records  of  accounts  began  to  disappear,  led- 
gers  tvere  mysteriously  mutilated,  and  accommodating  mice  began 
1 the  destruction  of  vouchers. 
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Driven  to  desperation,  the  Derriocratic  niariagefs  sought  sottte 
means  to  avert  the  disgrace  that  confronted  them.  Ihe  House  vyas 
so  overwhelmingly  Republican  that  there  was  no  hope  of  controlling 
^at  body.  But  the  majority  in  the  Senate  was  meagre — only  one. 
Here  was  the  only  opportunity  to  thwart  the  will  of  the  people,  and 
the  desperate  chance  was  taken. 

When  the  time  for  the  assembling  of  the  Senate  of  1894  arrived 
eleven  Republican  Senators,  the  constitutional  majority  of  that  body, 
appeared  at  the  door  of  the  Senate  Chamber.  There  had  been  no 
contest  or  question  as  to  the  election  of  any  one  of  these  Senators 
and  they  possessed  the  credentials  provided  by  law  to  entitle  them  to 
their  seats.  But  they  found  the  doors  of  the  Chamber  barred  to  their 
entrance.  The  Democratic  minority  of  ten  Senators  had  taken  pos- 
session of  the  Chamber,  had  illegally  organized  the  Senate  some  j 
minutes  in  advance  of  the  prescribed  hour  and  had  stationed  burly 
door-keepers  against  the  doors  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the  consti- 
tutional majority  and  the  people. 

The  surging  crowd  of  indignant  Jerseymen  behind  the  Republican  ' 

.Senators  helped  them  to  force  an  entrance,  and  they  demanded  their  \ 

right  to  participate  in  the  organization  of  the  Senate.  This  being  [ 
denied  by  the  minority,  they  retired  to  an  adjoining  committee  room  ^ 
and  perfected  an  orderly  and  legal  organization  with  a majority  of 
the  members. 

The  Democratic  Governor  resisted  the  appeals  of  indignant  citi- 
zens in  different  parts  of  the  State.  Supported  by  an  opinion  of  the 
Democratic  .Attorney-General,  he  refused  to  recognize  the  majority 
elected  by  the  people  and  sustained  the  Democratic  minority.  The 
Republicans  appealed  to  the  Courts,  but  the  Rump  Democratic 
Senate  continued  in  session,  and  for  ten  weeks  the  work  of  legisla- 
tive reform  was  well  nigh  thwarted  by  this  desperate  conspiracy  of 
the  defeated  minority. 

Right  finally  triumphed  through  the  action  of  the  Courts,  the  rump 
organization  was  dissolved,  and  the  work  of  radical  reform  in  State 
affairs  was  taken  up  effectively  by  a Republican  legislature. 

Such  is  the  record  of  crime  and  disgrace  which  the  Democratic 
managers  have  revived  by  their  desire  to  conduct  this  campaign  on 
tne  lines  of  State  Issues.  The  events  are  of  too  recent  date  to  be  dis- 
credited, most  of  the  old-time  managers  are  still  in  authority  in  the 
party  and,  with  such  a record  behind  them,  it  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  voters  of  New  Jersey  will  again  intrust  them  with  the  ! 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth.  ■ 
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THE  REPUBLICAN  RECORD. 

The  First  Year’s  Work. 

When  the  Republicans  were  finally  placed  in  control  of  both 
branches  of  the  legislature,  considerable  time  had  been  lost  by  the 
Democratic  attempt  to  steal  the  Senate.  Nevertheless  prompt  action 
was  taken  for  the  repeal  of  the  vicious  laws  which  had  been  placed 
on  the  statute  books  during  the  Democratic  regime.  “Amend  the 
Repeal,”  was  the  order  of  the  day,  and,  in  an  incredibly  short  time, 
the  State  was  relieved  of  much  of  the  odium  and  reckless  extrava- 
gance which  had  opressed  it.  Some  of  the  work  may  be  briefly  noted 
to  show  how  sweeping  and  thorough  was  the  character  of  the  whole. 

The  race  track  laws  of  the  previous  session  were  quickly  repealed, 
and  in  their  stead  was  enacted  a law  that  put  an  instant  quietus  on 
this  form  of  gambling.  This  law  provides  that  any  person  or  cor- 
poration conducting  the  practice  of  book-making  and  pool-selling,  or 
keeping  a place  to  which  persons  may  resort  for  engaging  in  such 
practice,  or  for  betting  upon  any  horse  race  or  other  contest,  shall  be 
guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and  be  punished  by  a fine  of  from  one  to  five 
thousand  dollars  and  by  imprisonment  of  from  one  to  five  years. 

This  statute  was  re-enforced  by  an  act  prohibiting  any  telegraph, 
telephone  or  express  company,  or  any  common  carrier,  from  know- 
ingly carrying  any  message  or  messages  that  concern  any  interest  or 
business  that  is  illegal  under  the  statutes  of  New  Jersey,  the  penalty 
therefor  be'-'g  a fine  of  $1,000.  Another  act  was  also  passed  prohibit- 
ing the  carrying  of  communications  concerning  lotteries,  by  such 
parties,  under  penalty  of  a fine  of  $5,000,  and  severe  penalties  for 
messengers  and  clerks  engaged  in  such  business,  and  for  owners  of 
buildings  where  such  illegal  practices  are  carried  on. 

The  duties  of  the  Commissioner  of  Mines  were  transferred  to  the 
Department  of  Factories  and  Workshops,  saving  the  State  $1,000  a 
year. 

The  State  Electrical  Sub-Way  Commission,  which  involved  an  ex- 
pense of  $6,000  a year,  was  abolished  and  the  right  of  home  rule  in 
such  matters  was  restored. 

The  office  of  State  Superintendent  of  School  Census  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  more  than  I.500 
political  census  enumerators  were  retired,  and  the  appointment  of 
such  enumerators  restored  to  local  Boards  of  Education,  thus  freeing 
such  offices  from  political  influence. 

The  act  which  constituted  the  politically  constructed  State  Board 
of  Education  the  Trustees  of  the  School  Fund,  was  repealed,  and  a 
new  board  created,  consisting  of  one  Democrat  and  one  Republican 
from  each  Congressional  District. 

The  act  which  permitted  the  Democratic  Administration  to  divert 
more  than  $103,000  from  the  School  Fund  to  State  purposes  in  order 
to  avoid  the  odium  of  a State  tax,  was  repealed,  and  the  sum  of 
$105,441.73  was  restored  to  the  School  Fund  and  reinvested  in  the 

name  of  the  same,  ^ . 

The  act  creating  useless  Superintendents  of  the  Fire  and  Police 
Departments  of  Newark  and  Jersey  City,  at  a total  cost  of  $6,000  a 
year  to  each  city,  was  repealed. 
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special  acts,  providiwa  far  PoHee  Justie<ia  and  CammissioHers 
tor  Camden,  Trenton  and  Newark,  involving  a total  expense  to  the 
cities  in  question  of  $6,000  a year,  was  repealed. 

The  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Board  o-f  State  Prison  Inspectors 
was  abolished. 

The  act  creating  the  odious  political  County  Excise  Commissions 
was  repealed  and  tlie  right  to  control  licenses  was  restored  to  muni- 
cipalities. 

The  notorious  Assembly  Gerrymander  was  set  aside  and  the  elec- 
tion of  Assemblyman  by  counties  provided  for,  in  accordance  with  a 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  power  to  appropriate  limitless  sums  of  money,  on  the  order  of 
the  Governor,  in  order  ‘‘that  the  laws  may  be  faithfully  executed,” 
was  suddenly  terminated. 

The  Chief  of  the  State  Police,  with  no  duties  to  perfo^’in  except  to 
draw  his  salary  of  $2,500  a year,  was  quickly  relegated  to  private  life. 

The  Assistant  Prosecutors  in  the  Countie's  of  Camden,  Monmouth. 
Mercer  and  Union,  who  were  drawing  about  .$11,500  per  annum,  were 
legislated  out  of  office. 

The  Police  Courts  in  cities  of  the  first  class,  were  reduced  from 
three  to  two,  a saving  of  about  $4,600  to  each  city. 

Ihe  .State  Board  of  Assessors  was  made  non-partisan  and  appoint- 
ments left  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor. 

The  State  Board  of  Taxation  was  also  placed  on  the  same  basis. 

The  appointment  of  Boards  of  Street  and  Water  Commissioners  in 
first  class  cities  was  taken  from  the  Mayors  of  the  same,  and  these 
hoards  w'ere  made  elective  by  the  people. 

L.aws  were  passed  under  which  the  .State  Prison  Inspectors,  Com- 
missioners of  Fisheries,  Trustees  of  the  Reform  School  and  Pilot 
Commissioners  were  all  made  equi-partisan  boards,  to  be  appointed 
hy^  the  Governor,  although  a Democrat  was  then  occupying  that 
office. 

The  nefarious  acts  which  permitted  the  election  of  Chosen  Free- 
holders by  gerrymandered  Assembly  Districts  in  counties  of  the  first 
and  second  class,  were  repealed  and  the  new  boards  provided  for  v/ere 
based  on  ward  and  township  representation. 

The  Judicial  Reform ‘Bill,  which  abolished  Lay  Judges  and  pro- 
vided for  County  Judges,  effected  a saving  to  the  counties  of  the 
State  of  over  $60,000  a year. 

And  the  list  might  be  still  further  extended.  No  legislature  ever 
before  convened  in  New  Jersey  has  wrought  such  lasting  good  to  the 
people  of  the  State  as  that  of  1894.  the  action  of  v/hich  was  con- 
trolled by  a Republican  majority.  Its  work  brought  an  expression 
of  confidence  from  the  neopie  in  the  fall  election,  when  five  of  the  six 
Senators  elected  were  Republicans  and  the  complexion  of  the  House 
became  54  Republicans  to  only  6 Democrats. 

Investigation  and  Reform. 

The  work  of  investigating  and  correcting  abuses  was  at  once  taken 
up  when  the  legishture  thus  elected  convened  in  1895.  To  amend 
and  repeal  the  bad  Democratic  legislation  of  five  j-ears  had  required 
all  the  time  and  effort  of  it  predecessor.  A select  committee  oi  the 
.Senate,  of  which  Senator  Foster  M.  Voorhees  was  chairman,  was  ap- 
pointed in  February  “to  inquire  into  the  charges  of  extravagance  in 
furnishing  the  State  House,  and  certain  other  charges,  touching  the 
conduct  of  public  officials,  etc.”  The  mass  of  rottenness  uneartlied  by 
this  committee,  but  a faint  idea  of  which  is  given  in  the  foregoing 
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pages,  appalled  the  people  of  the  State.  I hey  had  but  a slight  conc^- 
tion  of  the  jobbery  in  public  supplies,  the  wholesale  manner  in  which 
the  treasury  had  been  looted,  the  awful  waste  of  public  funds  for  the 
salaries  of  unnecessary  officials,  or  the  enormous  fees  drawn  for  their 
services  by  trusted  officers  in  high  places. 

When  the  committee  presented  its  report,  with  nearly  a thousand 
pages  of  damning  evidence  in  its  support.  Senator  William  D.  Daly, 
the  Democratic  minority  member,  appended  this  statement : “As  a 
member  of  the  committee,  I agree,  in  the  main,  with  the  conclusions 

and  recommendations  of  the  majority.” 

The  effect  of  these  exposures  on  the  people  of  the  State  is  shown 
by  the  returns  of  the  election  held  a few  months  later,  in  the  fall  of 
1895.  For  the  first  time  in  thirty  years  the  Republicans  elected  a 
Governor,  who  received  the  enormous  plurality  of  26,900  v'Otes,  the 
Democrats  carrying  but  three  counties  of  the  State  and  the  legisla- 
ture remaining  overwhelmingly  Republican. 

Republican  Responsibility  and  Reform. 

Beginning  with  the  year  1896,  the  Republican  party  is  properly  to 
be  charged  with  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  all  the  affairs  of  the 
State.  The  executive  and  legislative  branches  of  the  government 
have  been  under  their  control  from  that  time  until  the  present,  and 
there  is  neither  occasion  nor  desire  on  their  part  to  avoid  the  full 

measure  of  responsibility.  • , • 1.  t 

The  conclusions  and  recommendations  contained  m the  report  01 
the  Select  Committee,  made  necessary  a great  deal  of  legislation  for 
the  correction  of  the  abuses  they  found.  To  enumerate  and  describe 
all  the  laws  enacted  for  this  purpose  is  manifestly  beyond  the  scope 

of  this  work.  . i • j 

The  officials  who  were  receiving  enormous  fees  were  made  salaried 

offif'ers  The  investigation  showed  that  the  Supreme  Court  Clerk, 
Chancery  Clerk  and  Secretary  of  State  had  been  receiving  an  average 
of  at  least  $55,000  a year  for  their  services.  They  were  placed  on  an- 
nual salaries  of  $6,000  each,  and  the  people  were  saved  $37-ooo  a year 
in  the  pay  of  these  officers  alone,  to  which  must  be  added  immense 
savings  from  other  salary  reductions,  and  from  the  long  list  of  use- 
less offices  which  were  abolished.  _ >■  1 c 

In  the  publishing,  advertising  and  printing  accounts  of  the  State,  it 
is  safe  m say  that  more  than  $100,000  a year  has  been  saved  through 
laws  passed  since  the  Republican  party  came  into  control. 

New  laws  provided  proper  safeguards  for  the  collection  and  return 
of  fees  and  other  revenues  of  the  State,  for  the  proper  performance 
of  contracts,  and  for  the  furnishing  of  supplies  in  an  honest  manner. 
Still  further  savings  were  thus  effected,  and  the  treasury  was  relieved 

to  a great  extent. 

Honest  Appropriations. 

The  correction  of  the  obscure  and  dishonest  methods  that  had  pre- 
vailed in  the  matter  of  making  appropriations  of  public  moneys,  w'as 
a matter  of  vital  importance  to  the  people.  Instead  of  being  niade 
under  a uniform  system,  such  appropriations  had  hitherto  been  tacked 
to  miscellaneous  bills  passed  by  the  legislature,  and,  in  many  in- 
instances they  thus  escaped  public  notice.  The  public  had  no  oppor- 
tunitv  to  obtain  an  adequate  idea  of  State  disbursements,  since  many 

were  so  conditioned  ss  to  concesl  the  res!  Amounts  of 
the  same,  and  under  this  dish«ne*t  system  of  disbursement  great 
sums  were  squandered. 
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This  abuse  was  effectually  remedied  by  the  passage  of  a law  re- 
quinng  all  appropriations  to  be  contained  in  a General  Appropriation 
Dill,  which  furnishes  the  people  annually  with  a plain  and  concise 
statement  (h  all  public  disbursements,  prevents  concealment  or  ob- 
scurity m this  vitally  important  matter,  and  enables  every  citizen  to 
know  just  how  much  is  to  be  expended  for  State  purposes  during  the 
ensuing  fiscal  year  The  economy  effected  by  this  wise  and  honest 
provision  is  beyond  computation. 

A Grave  Problem  for  Solution. 

The  situation  that  confronted  the  Republicans  upon  their  complete 
accession  to  power  was  a serious  one.  The  dishonest  and  reckless 
manner  in  which  the  public  moneys  were  squandered  during  the 
Democ^tic  regime  had  resulted,  naturally,  in  the  neglect  of  the  ma- 
tenal  affairs  of  the  .State.  For  some  years  the  special  appropriations 
for  the  extension,  repair  and  conduct  of  public  institutions  had  been 
abnormally  small.  All  that  the  party  in  power  tried  to  do  was  to 
nieet  the  necessary  current  expenses,  and  to  husband  the  remainder 
of  our  large  State  revenues  for  disbursement  to  political  jobbers  and 
for  the  payment  of  unnecessary  and  excessive  salaries.  The  educa- 
tional, charitable,  reformatory,  penal  and  other  institutions  of  the 
State  were  not  kept  abreast  with  the  rapid  growth  of  population  or 
the  requirements  of  the  times.  They  were  overcrowded,  deficient  in 
equipment,  and  in  every  way  lacking  in  facilities  for  meeting  the 
growing  demands  upon  them  for  the  proper  care  of  those  for  whom 
the  State  was  responsible.  It  was  like  a great  business  plant  out  of 
repair,  behind  the  age,  and  wholly  inadequate  to  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended. 

To  restore  this  plant,  to  meet  all  modern  requirements  in  our  public 
institutions  and  to  do  this  from  the  revenues  of  the  State,  without 
direct  taxation,  was  the  objective  of  the  Republican  administration. 
If  it  can  be  shown  that  this  has  been  accomplished,  it  will 
stand  in  vivid  contrast  to  the  admitted  wastefulness  and  dishonesty 
of  Democratic  rule,  and  will  clearly  point  the  way  of  duty  to  all 
voters  who  honestly  desire  to  have  the  approaching  election  decided 
upon  the  basis  of  State  issues,  and  for  the  State’s  good. 

A Great  Advance  for  Education. 

The  government  of  the  State  can  render  no  greater  service  to  the 
governed  than  by  promoting  the  cause  ®f  public  education.  To  do 
this  was  for  many  years  the  high  aim  of  all  administrations  in  New 
Jersey,  and  the  fund  especially  provided  for  the  support  of  the  public 
schools  was  never  diverted  to  other  uses  until  the  last  few  years  of 
Democratic  control,  when,  as  before  stated,  more  than  $100,000  was 
transferred  from  this  fund  to  use  for  State  expenses,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  a direct  tax. 

The  Republicans,  from  the  moment  they  obtained  power,  have  ren- 
dered a conspicuous  and  valuable  service  to  the  cause  of  education. 
At  the  very  outset  they  restored  to  the  School  Fund  the  sum  of  $105,- 
000,  that  its  usefulness  might  not  be  impaired  by  Democratic  raids 
upon  it. 

The  next  step  of  importance  was  to  increase  the  annual  appropria- 
tion for  free  schools,  which  was  raised  from  $100,000  to  $200,000  a 
year,  soon  after  the  Republicans  came  into  power. 

The  same  generous  aid  has  been  extended  in  like  manner  to  all  the 
various  branches  of  public  education  in  the  State.  A number  of  tables 
are  presented  below,  showing  the  regular  and  special  legislative  ap- 
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nropriations  for  educational  objects  during  the  last  thirteen  years. 
\s  this  period  covers  the  last  two  years  of  Democratic  control,  as 
well  as  the  subsequent  years  of  Republican  management,  they  show 
at  a glance  the  splendid  and  constantly  increasing  support  the  latter 
party  has  given  to  the  work  of  public  education. 


Normal  School. 


Regular. 

Special. 

Total. 

1892  

$ 24,120.61 

$ 12,590.58 

$ 36,711.19 

1893  

32,444.91 

3,350.36 

35,79.5.27 

1894  

34,055.85 

18,158.08 

52,213.93 

J895  

42,004.16 

489.60 

42,493.76 

1896  

31,988.07 

31,988.07 

1897  

39,000.00 

39,000.00 

1898  

43,940.58 

21,300.19 

65,240.77 

1899  

48,568.38 

48,568.38 

1900  

49,999.05 

49,999.05 

1901  

52,000.00 

52,000.00 

1902  

52,000.00 

10,000.00 

62,000.00 

1903  

52,000.00 

52,000.00 

1904  

54,000.00 

43,500.00 

97,500.00 

$556,121.61 

$109,338.81 

$665,510.42 

Farnum  Preparatory  SchooL 


Regular. 

Special. 

Total. 

1892  

$ 1,200.00 

$ 1,200.00 

1893  

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

1894  

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

1895  

l',20().00 

1,200.00 

1896  

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

1897  

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

1898  

1,200.00 

$ 2,500.00 

3,700.00 

1899  

1,200.00 

980.95 

2,180.95 

1900  

1,200.00 

256.88 

1,456.86 

1901  

1,200.00 

1,500.00 

2,700.00 

1902  

1,200.00 

500.00 

1,700.00 

1903  

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

1904  

1,200.00 

1,000.00 

2,200.00 

$15,600.00 

$ 6,737.81 

$ 22,337.81 
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Industrial  Free  School.  Teachers  ’ 

Education.  Libraries.  Institutes. 

$ 24,325.96  $ 4,080.09  $ 1,382.19 

18,148.55  4,020.00  2,098.89 

30,543.54  3,630.00  2,096.37 

36,326.65  4,730.00  1,897.98 

31,864.75  4,530.00  1,897.54 

JooQ  33,500.00  4,700.00  2,089.01 

Jeon  40,535.83  4,880.00  2,099.60 

43,722.05  5,300.00  2,661.77 

43,192.80  5,290.00  3,000.00 

46,000.00  5,500.00  3.000.00 

46,000.00  6,850.00  3,009.00 

Jon?  51,000.00  6,000.00  4,000.00 

65,000.00  9,600.00  4,000.00 

$510,160.12  $ 69,620.00  $ 33,223.35 

TeachGTS  1 rec  Public*  Bordento'wn 

,ono  Libraries.  Schools.  School. 

$ 200.00  .$100,000.09 

100,090.90 

50.00  100,000.00 

300.00  100,000.00  $ 3,000.90 

JOO-00  200,000.00  3,000.00 

Jcoc  1,100.00  200,000.00  4,000.00 

JSo  200,000.00  4,000.00 

Jnnn  200,000.00  5,000.00 

400.00  200,000.00  5,000.00 

JSXJ  200,000.00  6,000.00 

Jnn?  200,000.00  25,000.00 

600.00  200,000.00  23,500.00 

^^^4:  400.00  200,000.00  9,325.00 


$ 5,150.00  $2,200,000.00  $ 87,825.00 

Grouping  these  appropriations  togetlier  they  furnish  convincing 

proof  of  the  loyal  and  adequate  support  of  public  education  under 
Kepublican  administrations. 

The  total  educational  appropriations  of  the  last  thirteen  years 
regular  and  special,  are  as  follows: 


,cQo  -Regular.  Special.  Total. 

$155,258.75  $.12,590.58  $167,849.33 

157,962.35  3,350.36  161,312.71 

18,158.08  189.733.84 

189,458.79  ^ 498.60  189,948,39 

274,580.36 

JgQg  ^85,589.01  285,589.01 

JeQQ  ^^256.01  23,800.19  321,056.20 

306,602.20  307,583.15 

308,081.85  256.86  308,338.71 

314,300.00  1.500.00  315,800.00 

314,650.00  30,500.00  345,1.50.00 

319,800.00  18,500.00  338,300.00 

339,200.00  48,825.00  388,025.00 


$3,434,315.08  $168,951.62  $3,593,266.00 
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If  this  were  all  that  could  be  said  upon  this  subject  it  would  be 
sufticient  to  convince  every  friend  of  education  that  the  Republican 
party  is  entitled  to  his  continued  support  on  this  greatest  of  State 
issues.  But  there  is  another  feature  to  be  noted  which  far  surpasses 
anything  ever  before  accomplished  for  the  benefit  of  free  schools  and 
the  relief  of  taxpayers,  in  tlie  history  of  the  State.  { 

Tlie  Crowning  Appropriation. 

1 he  large  revenues  of  the  State,  which  have  been  greatly  increased 
of  late  years  by  means  of  the  taxes  on  corporations,  gave  the  Republi- 
cans an  opportunity  to  squander  large  sums  for  partisan  purposes, 
even  as  their  Democratic  predecessors  had  done.  But,  instead  of 
this,  the  surplus  has  been  carefully  husbanded  and,  from  the  fund 
thus  accumulated,  the  legislature  of  1901  made  a special  appropriation 
ot  $813,750  for  the  support  of  free  public  schools  during  the  next 
fi.scal  year.  This  appropriation  has  been  regularly  made  by  siicceding 
Republican  legislatures,  and  has  been  growing  in  amount  each  year, 
until  it  has  reached  the  sum  of  $970,2(^.26.  It  is  a distribution  from 
the  surplus  in  the  treasury  at  the  beginning  of  each  fiscal  year,  and 
appropriates  thirtv-five  per  cent,  of  the  State  School  Tax.  to  be 
alloted  to  the  different  municipalities.  The  method  of  arriving  at 
the  total  amount  of  this  tax  was  by  the  enumeration  of  children  of 
school  age  within  the  State,  calculating  them  at  $5  per  child,  and  a 
distribution  in  the  counties  in  accordance  w'ith  the  ratables.  The  pay- 
ment of  this  amount  direct  to  the  counties  will  affect  every  citizen 
vvlio  pays  taxes  on  property  this  year.  It  means  that,  nearly  one  mil- 
lion dollars,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  drawn  from  the  people 
by  direct  taxation,  will  this  year  be  paid  from  the  surplus  in  the  State 
Treasury.  It  ha.s  been  estimated  that  it  has  effected  a reduction  in 
the  tax  bills  of  citizens  of  from  three  and  half  per  cent,  in  the  cities 
to  seven  per  cent,  or  even  more  in  the  townships. 

The  distribution  to  counties,  based  on  the  school  tax  of  this  year, 

1904.  which  is  $2-.772. 172.18,  is  as  follows: 


Atlantic 

$ 51,451.99 

Middlesex  

$ 31,674.71 

Bergen 

42,528.97 

Monmouth 

49,106.91 

Burlington  .... 

21,421.13 

Morris  

....  28,112.43 

Gamdon  

44,922,54 

Ocean 

9,193.46 

Cape  May 

8,487.32 

Passaic 

. . . , 71  030  60 

Cumberland  . . . 

16,'914.97 

Salem  

....  13,455.29 

Essex  

228,278.51 

Somerset 

....  18,250.96 

Gloucester  

14,509.61 

Sussex  

....  14.302.07 

FTudson  

179,063.41 

Union 

....  45,339.72 

Hunterdon 

17.063.10 

Wa-rren 

....  17,769.97 

Mercer 

47,382.59 

$979,260.26 


Is  there  any  accomplishment  like  this  in  all  the  record  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  New  Jersey,  which  so  appeals  to  the  people  for 
their  confidence  and  support? 
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, The  Wards  of  the  State. 


b 


I 


I 


I 

» 


I 

i 


The  Republican  administration  has  also  reason  to  be  proud  of  the 
record  it  has  made  in  the  care  of  those  whose  misfortunes  have  made 
them  the  wards  of  the  State.  The  various  institutions  in  which  these 
are  placed  were  sadly  lacking,  during  the  Democratic  regime,  in 
suitable  accommodations  and  in  facilities  for  their  proper  care.  The 
enlargement  and  improvement  of  buildings  required  large  outlays, 
and  the  much  needed  Home  for  Epileptics  has  been  established  at 
considerable  expense.  The  cose  of  supporting  the  insane  in  County 
Asylums  has  been  almost  doubled  but,  as  this  is  a per  capita  tax  upon 
the  number  so  supported,  the  increase  is  unavoidable. 

The  appended  tables  show  the  generous  treatment  accorded  the 
unfortunates  of  the  State  in  the  various  institutions  to  which  they 
are  assigned,  as  well  as  the  large  sums  expended  for  the  improve- 
ment of  such  institutions. 


State  Hospitals.  Comity  Asylums. 


Regular. 

Special. 

Total. 

1892  .. 

...$  119,982.06 

$ 119,982.06 

$ 110,096.21 

1893  .. 

...  125,173.75 

125,173.75 

120,700.58 

1894  .. 

...  129,291.45 

129,291.45 

111,957.74 

1895  . . 

. . . 157,306.51 

$ 57,651.50 

214,958.01 

114,887.05 

1896  . . 

. . . 139,600.82 

49,544.12 

189,144.94 

137,335.27 

1897  .. 

...  143.126.50 

74,995.23 

218,121.73 

151,403.02 

1898  .. 

. . . 162,074.54 

49,973.71 

212,048.25 

158,626.43 

1899  .. 

...  163,817.52 

160,329.41 

324,146.93 

170.525.33 

1900  .. 

...  169,416.64 

132.801.76 

302,218.40 

187.800.15 

1901  .. 

...  1 20.324.96 

67,031.03 

247,355.99 

200,000.00 

1902  .. 

. . . 176.732.52 

44,213.80 

220,946.32 

21 7.200.00 

1903  .. 

...  376,808.10 

14,000.00 

390,808.10 

225,740.00 

1904  .. 

. . . 337,092.00 

66,687.93 

403,699.93 

225,100.00 

$2,380,747.37 

$717,148.47 

$3,097,895.86 

$2,131,791.'.  8 

Blind  and  Feeble-Minded. 


Regular. 

Special. 

Total. 

1892  

$ 77,614.34 

$ 

12,000.00 

$ 89,614.34 

1893  

81,78.3.83 

81,78.3.83 

1894  

87,70.5.41 

87,70.5.41 

1895  

93,932.57 

93.932.57 

1896  

94,587.02 

94,587.02 

1897  

87,273.89 

87,273.89 

1898  

76.940.11 

76.940.11 

1899  

85.692.55 

85,692.55 

1900  

83.964.23 

7,002.25 

90,966.48 

1901  

79,300.00 

6.997.75 

86.297.75 

1902  

88.800.00 

15.500.00 

104,300.00 

1903  

97,100.00 

24.000.00 

121,100.00 

1904  

96,800.00 

9,725.00 

106,525.00 

$1,131,493.95 

$ 

75,225.00 

$1,206,718.95 

State  Home  £or  Boys. 

Regular.  Special. 


Regular. 

1892  $ 49,792.24 

1893  54,996.79 

1894  58,993.56 

1895  60,106.84 

1896  60,793.21 

1897  61,108.49 

1»9S  61,902.10 

1J99  62,184.75 

I960  57,194.97 

1901  62,250.00 

1902  62,250.00 

62,250.00 

1904  66,500.00 

$780,322.95 


State  Home  for  Girls* 


Regular. 

1892  $ 13,564.89 

1893  15,977.55 

18,350.83 

20,116.95 

< 21,458.88 

^ 21,018.75 

S 21,000.00 

J°99  21,000.00 

1901  23.3O0.00 

™ 24,300.00 

1-3  26.750.00 

1904  27.300.00 

$278,873.75 


Total. 


$ 5,000.00 

$ 54,792.24 

4,224.35 

59,221.14  ■ 

8,775.65 

67,769.21 

8,936.18 

69,043.02 

60,793.21 

8,000.00 

69,]0S.49 

61,902.10 

15,000.00 

77,184.75 

5,000,00 

62,194.97 
62, 250.00 

10,000.00 

72,250.00 

2,913.19 

16,500.00 

65,163.19 

83,000.00 

$ 84,349.37 

$864,672.32 

lirls. 

Special. 

Total. 

$ 24,984.95 

$ 38,549.84 
15,977.55 

9,455.75 

27,806.58 

7,539.77 

27,656.72 

21,458.88 

21,018,75 

21,000.00 

21.000.00 

15,000.00 

39,73.5.90 

18,691.10 

41.991.10 

6,000.00 

30.3(H).U0 

1,749.00 

28,499.00 

3,145.00 

30,445.00 

$ 86,565.57 

$365,439.32 

Deaf  Mutes. 

Regular. 

1^92  $ 28,880.00 

1^93  35,264.00 

1J9J  35.264.00 

37.164.00 

38,076.00 


1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 
19U3 
1904 


. 40.000.00 

. 45.600.00 

40.356.00 

43.000. 00 

43.000. 00 

45.000. 00 
45.0(M).00 
45.000.00 

$521,604.00 
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Special. 

$ 5,000.00 
5,701.40 
17,975.89 


4,495.95 


Total. 

$ 28,880.00 

40.264.00 
40,965.40 
55,139.89 

38.076.00 

40.000. 00 
50,095.95 

40.356.00 

43.000. 00 

43.000. 00 

45.000. 00 

45.u00.00 

45.000. 00 


$ 33,173.24  $554,777.24 


•« 


Epileptics. 


• 

i»yy  

Regular. 

Specitil. 

$ 21,500.00 
34,496.57 
47,765.00 
33,446.42 

4^  QJ. 

Total. 

$ 21,500.00 
46,961.67 
67,265.00 

A iii  1 0 

1900  

1901  

$ 12,465.10 

19  500  00 

1902  

....  19  000  00 

1903  

....  ‘^0  400  00 

1904  

27  800  00 

114,883.09 

04^  *1 

1 I?  w*  0 0 

i‘±-,OaO,Uy 

$ 99,165.10 

$296,034.02 

$395,199.12 

A complete  summary  of  these  appropriations  is  as  follows : 


State  Charities. 


1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 


Regular. 

$339,929.74 

433,896.50 

441.562.99 
483,513.92 
491,851.20 
503,930.65 
526,143.18 
543,576.15 

578.576.99 
608,274.96 
633,282.52 
854,048.10 
825,592.00 


Spec-ial. 

$ 41,984.95 
9,224.35 
23,932.80 
92,103.34 

49.544.12 
82,995.23 
54,469,66 

196,829.41 

194,300.58 

140,484.88 

109,160.22 

86.605.13 
210,861.02 


Total. 

$381,914.69 

443.120.85 
465,495.79 
575,617.26 
541,395.32 

586.925.86 

580.612.84 

740.405.56 

772.877.57 

748.759.84 
742,422.74 
940,653.23 

1,036,453.02 


$7,264,178.90  $1,292,495.69  $8,556,674.59 

Regular.  Special.  Total. 

i he  special  appropriations  represent  in  the  main  the  enlargement 
and  improvement  of  the  plant  of  the  institutions.  They  show  that  in 
the  two  years  prior  to  the  Republican  legislature  of  1894,  the  amount 
so  expended  for  the  enlargement  and  improvement  of  all  these  insti- 
tutions was  but  $51,209.30,  while  in  the  eleven  years  thereafter,  it  was 
$ I >24 1 >284. 39 ! Quite  a different  reason  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
people’s  money  than  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  used  under  the 
Democratic  administration. 


Penal  and  Reformatory  Institutions. 

Tlie  Republicans  found  the  State  Prison  overcrowded,  and  with  no 
provision  for  the  reform  of  youthful  offenders,  they  being  constantly 
associated  with  older  and  hardened  criminals.  Provision  was  at  once 
made  for  the  enlargement  of  the  State  Prison  and  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a Reformatory  at  Rahway.  For  the  latter  alone  more  than 
a millicm  dollars  has  been  expended  in  nine  year*. 

The  following  tables  show  the  regular  and  special  approprfatior* 
ten  years  for  these  institutions,  and  the  increased  provtsiene  made 
by  the  RtpviWieans  for  their  maintwianee : 


a 


S' 


Cost  of  State  Prisons. 


Regular.  Special.  Total. 

1892  $ 94,839.91  $ 94,839.91 

1893  105,361.11  105,361.11 

1894  111,936.04  111,936.04 

1895  121,697.94  $ 50,000.00  171,697.94 

1896  130,896.16  100,000.00  230,896.16 

18iT7  133,623.52  133,623.52 

1898  108,975.15  108,975.15 

1899  96,172.54  9,880.00  106,052.54 

1900  115,311.53  115,311.53 

1801  201,439.77  201,439.77 

1902  205,000.00  205,000.00 

1903  209,500.00  209,500.00 

1904  224,500.00  252,000.00  476,500.00 


$1,859,253.67  $411,880.00  $2,271,13.3.67 

Rahway  Reformatory. 


Regular.  Special.  Total. 

1896  $100,000.00  $100,000.00 

1897  80,000.00  80,000.00 

1898  .5,000.00  5,000.00 

1899  5,000.00  5,000.00 

1900  43,267.13  260,000.00  260,000.00 

1901  38,750.00  29,500.00  68,250.00 

1902  66,000.00  218,817.00  284,817.00 

1903  82,700.00  3,000.00  85,700.00 

1904  89,000.00  39,500.00  128,500.00 


$319,717.13  $740,817.00  $1,060,534.13 

The  combined  cost  of  prison  and  reformatory  institutions  for 
thirteen  years  has  been  as  follows: 

Penal  and  Rerormatory  Institutions. 


Regular.  Special.  Total. 

1892  $ 94,839.91  $ 94,839.91 

1898  105,361.11  105,361.11 

1894  111,936.04  111,936.04 

1895  121,697.94  $ 50,000.00  171,697.94 

1896  130,896.16  200,000.00  330,896.16 

1897  133,623(.52  80,000.00  213,623.52 

1898  108,970.15  5,000.00  11.3,975.15 

1899  96,172.64  14,880.00  111,052.54 

1900  11$,3M.S»3  260,000.00  375,311.53 

1901  240,189.77  29,500.Q0  269,689.77 

1902  271,000.00  218,817.00  489,817.00 

1903  293,200.00  3,000.00  295,200.00 

1904  313,500.00  291,500.00  605,000.00 


$2,135,703.67  $1,132,697.00  $3,317,900,67 


he  foregoing  shows  that,  while  the  Democrats  made  no  special 
appiopnations  for  the  establishment  or  permanent  improvement  of 
these  institutions  in  the  last  years  of  their  authority,  the  Republicans 
appropriated  $ I 152,697  for  such  purposes.  This  wise  expenditure 
may  be  profitably  contrasted  with  the  ways  in  which  the  public 
moneys  were  formerly  squandered. 

State  Aid  for  Good  Roads.  • 

No  public  measure  in  the  last  decade  has  done  more  to  facilitate 

farmer,  to  add  to  the  pleasure  of  horse-owners  and 
wheelmen,  and  to  make  New  Jersey  a desirable  place  of  residence, 
than  the  aid  which  the  State  has  given  for  the  making  of  permanent 
roads.  1 he  last  Democratic  legislature  contributed  to  this  improve- 
ment in  a small  way,  but  the  following  list  of  appropriations  shows 
how  the  Republicans  took  up  the  work  and  prosecuted  it  vigorously 
with  ever  increasing  liberalit3^ 

nothing.  189‘J $ 103,000.00 

$ 20,661.85  1900  153.432.00 

71,731.24  1901  155,000.00 

76,.>  15.90  1902  155,000.00 

102,000.00  1903  2-57,058.12 

102,500.00  1904  256,500.00 

1898  102,839.18  ^ 

$1,456,238.29 

The  sum  of  $i,435<55744»  appropriated  in  eleven  years  for  this 
great  public  improvement,  is  a .State  issue  which  the  Republican 
party  is  proud  to  present  to  the^  people  of  New  Jersey. 

State  Armories. 

Another  important  addition  to  the  State  plant  during  the  last  few 
years  has  been  the  erection  of  fine  Armories  for  the  use  of  the  State 
tri^ps.  It  was  believed  that,  while  the  revenues  of  the  State  were 
sufricient,  and  the  matter  could  be  accomplished  without  directly  tax- 
ing the  people,  it  would  be  good  policy  to  provide  the  State  militia 
in  the  populous  centers  with  suitable  quarters,  such  as  other  States 
provide  for  their  troops,  and  therefore  the  following  sums  have  been 
expended  since  1893  for  the  erection  of  Armories  in  the  cities  named ; 

Jersey  City  $1&4,143.24 

Paterson  1 3^,590.23 

Camden  147,996.40 

Newark  -. : . : 229,478.73 

•; — : 250,000.00 

i 

. • ■ ' . ■ ' ‘ ' $931,208.60 

i - » - 

This  perniv'inent  hiiprovefnent  will  suffice  for  years  to  conic; 
and  relieve  the  people  of  further,  expenses  in  that  direction. 

• • • • A Striking  Contrast.  - 

. . . - : V:'  - ■ ‘ ‘ • • ‘ ‘ . s =•: 

The  forr'going  operations  rdke  to  objects-  in ‘which  the  people  of 
the  State  have  a vital  interest.  - 

The  regular  appropriations  may  be  said  to  represent  current  ex- 
penses, which  are  mainly  fixed  charges,  constantly  enlarging  because 


of  the  rapidly  increasing  population  of  the  State,  and  considerably 
affected  in  the  last  few  years  by  reason  of  the  enlarged  and  better 
facilities  afforded  for  the  care  of  the  State’s  charges. 

But  the  special  appropriations  have  a still  greater  interest.  Thej' 
tell  whether  the  increasing  revenues  of  the  State  have  been  squan- 
dered or  utilized.  Their  aplication,  under  Republican  control,  to  the 
direct  needs  of  the  people,  has  secured  a greatly  improved  condition 
of  the  business  plant  of  the  State,  as  represented  bv  its  public  build- 
ings, has  brought  greater  comfort  and  better  care  to  the  unfortunate, 
has  improved  the  surface  of  the  State  with  hundreds  of  miles  of  good 
roads,  has  secured  greater  efficiency  in  our  educational  system,  and 
is  now  reducing  local  taxation  by  greatly  enlarged  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  free  public  schools. 

In  the  next  table  is  summarized  the  totals  of  special  appropria- 
tions for  these  most  desirable  objects  during  the  years  since  the  Re- 
publican party  obtained  control  of  legislation,  compared  with  the 
special  appropriations  for  the  same  objects  during  the  two  previous 
years  of  Democratic  control : 


State  Hospitals  

Blind  ami  Feeble-Minded 

State  Home  for  Boys 

State  Home  for  Girls 

Deaf  Mutes  

Epileptics  

Normal  School  

Farnum  Preparatory  School  

Extraordinary  School  Appropriation 

State  Prison  

Rahway  Reformatory  

Permanent  Roads 

State  Armories  


1892-3. 

$12,000.00 

9,224.35 

24,984.95 

5,000.00 

15,940.94 


20,661.85 


1894-1904. 

$717,148.49 

6.3,225.09 

75,125.02 

61.580.62 

28,173.24 

396,034.02 

93,447,87 

6.737.81 

3,584,827.82 

411.880.00 

740.817.00 
1,535,551.44 

933,208.60 


$87,832.09  $8,445,763.02 


This  table  shows  that  the  average  amount  of  special  annual  ex- 
penditure for  these  desirable  purposes  in  two  Democratic  years  v\as 
about  $44,000,  while  the  average  annual  expenditure  of  eleven  Re- 
publican years  was  $767>796.64,  or  more  than  nineteen  times  as  great ! 


The  Interests  of  the  Farmer. 

• \ 

The  best  interests  of  the  Farmers,  who  comprise  a large  proportion 
^f  the  taxpayers  of  New  Jersey,  have  been  carefullv  conserv’ed  under 
Republican  administrations.  Under  three  years  of  Democratic  rule  ^ 

only  $20,661.85  was  expended  by  the  State  for  the  making  of  per-  ; 

manent  roads,  but  under  the  ten  years  of  Republican  control  the 
enormous  sum  of  $1,535,557-44  has  been  di.sbursed  for  this  de.sirable 
object.  Nearly  the  whole  of  thi.s  amount  has  been  expended  in  the 
f-ural  communities  and  towns,  and  not. in  the  cities.  The.  consequent  . 

^eat  improvement  in  the  public  highways' has  not  only  facilit.itcd  ...  ' 
ihp  comfort  and  convenience  of  farmers,  but  it  has  increased  the  value-  . . .' 
of  real  estate  in  the  cqvnties  where  such  roads  have  been  con.stnVted,' 
by  m-iking  such  bcalities  advantageous  for  summer  'and  permanent 
residence. 
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Various  measures,  brought  before  the  legislature  in  the  interests  of 
farmers,  have  received  careful  attention.  Appropriations  have  been 
made  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  Tree  Blight  and  for  the  eradica- 
tion of  the  San  Jose  Scale.  Constantly  increasing  amounts  have  been 
expended  to  aid  in  the  suppression  of  Pleuro-Pneumonia  and  Tuber- 
culosis in  cattle.  For  the  latter  object  alone,  the  appropriation  of 
^96.04,  made  by  the  last  Democratic  legislature,  (1893),  has  been 
increased  to  an  average  of  $12,500  per  year  for  the  last  four  years. 

The  table  presented  below  shows  the  appropriations  made  for  ob- 
jects of  specific  benefit  to  farmers  by  the  Democratic  legislature  of 
1893,  and  the  subsequent  increases  of  appropriations  for  the  same 
objects  by  Republican  legislatures. 


1893  ... 

Agricultural 

Experiment 

Station. 

State 
Board  of 
Agriculture. 

State 
Dairy 
Com  ’er. 

Pleuro-Pneu- 
moiiia  and 
Tuberculosis. 

$ 9,246.64 

$ 7,867.62 

$10,531.00 

$ 696.04 

1894  . . . 

11,980.34 

10,250.38 

11,252.84 

1,354.79 

189.5  . . . 

15,963.86 

11,883.55 

6,000.00 

13,074.94 

6,929.90 

1896  ... 

15,998.72 

10,729.62 

5,000.00 

1897  ... 

15,000.00 

6,000.00 

11,820.26 

5,000.00 

1898  . . . 

15,000.00 

6,500.00 

11,970.62 

7,386.64 

1899  . . . 

16,498.45 

6,500.00 

11,985.16 

7,500.00 

1900  . . . 

16,849.70 

6,912.24 

13,460.29 

10,500.00 

1901  . . . 

19,000.00 

7,000.00 

7,000.00 

13,000.00 

10,500.00 

1902  ... 

19,000.00 

12,000.00 

15,500.00 

1903  . . . 

24,500.00 

7,500.00 

12,000.00 

15,500.00 

1904  . . . 

26,000.00 

9,000.00 

14,880.00 

12'500.00 

No  Indebtedness  for  "War  Expenses 

The  outbreak  of  war  with  Soain,  in  1898,  created  a great  and  un- 
foreseen expense  to  the  State  in  the  matter  of  additional  compensa- 
tion to  volunteers,  maintenance  of  troops,  provision  of  ordnance 
stores,  etc.  The  whole  amount  of  this  cost  was  $395,957.08,  and  it 
was  paid  entirely  from  the  surplus  in  the  treasury,  without  a dollar 
raised  by  taxation,  or  the  creation  of  a permanent  debt.  Had  this 
event  occurred  a few  years  before,  when  even  our  school  funds  were 
being  used  to  meet  State  expenses,  the  embarrassment  to  the  tax- 
payers of  New  Jersey  would  have  been  serious. 

The  Liquidation  of  the  State  Debt. 


Direct  Aid  to  Tax-Payer*. 

The  splendid  extraordinary  school  appropriations  of  $3,584,827.82, 
made  in  the  last  four  years  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  burden  of 
local  school  taxation,  is  not  by  any  means  all  that  the  State  has  done 
lor  the  direct  relief  of  the  local  taxpayer.  Among  other  things 
be  cited  the  direct  aid  to  taxpayers  in  municipalities  which  is  provided 
bv  the  return  to  such  municipalities  of  taxes  from  railroad  corpor- 
ations. These  taxes  were  formerly  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
State.  Under  the  law  making  this  provision,  the  burden  of  taxation 
in  such  localities  is  decreased  to  the  extent  of  $200,000  a year.  Within 
the  last  few  years  laws  havt  been  passed  by  which  the  following 
amounts  are  annually  paid : 

State  aid  for  the  building  of  stone  roads,  1904 $250,000.00 

Railroad  tax  allowed  to  municipalities,  1904 214,000.00 

.A.dditional  amount  from  income  of  School  Fund,  1904-  • • • 100,000.00 
Payment  of  salaries  of  County  Superintendents  of  Schools, 

formerly  paid  by  the  counties ; 30,500-00 

This  year  the  State  relinquishes  taxes  to  municipalities 
formerly  collected  by  it  from  Gas,  Electric,  Water  and 
Street  Railway  Companies,  under  the  franchise  act, 

amounting  to  _ •. ‘ o"  ' ’ 4^-Ooaoo 

In  the  foregoing  items,  amounting  this  year  to  $1,008,500,  there  has 
been  an  increase  over  the  same  disbursements  of  three  years  ago, 
amounting  to  $233,000. 

i In  addition  to  this  there  will  also  accrue  to  the  municipalities  the 

tax  on  any  further  amount  by  which  the  State  Board  of  Assessors 
may  increase  the  value  of  franchises  under  the  law  of  1900,  all  taxes 
on  this  class  of  property  hereafter  being  payable  to  the  municipality 
where  such  property  is  located.  The  total  amount  of  these  direct 
appropriations  is  about  $2,000,000,  which  the  State  formerly  retained 
for  its  own  use,  but  which  is  now  annually  distributed  to  the  taxing 
districts,  thus  relieving  taxpayers  to  this  extent.  Could  a more  irn- 
portant  State  issue  be  presented  to  the  people  of  the  State  for  their 
consideration  ? 


$200,000  for  the  Healing  of  Disease. 


Meanwhile  the  liquidation  of  the  old  State  debt,  created  by  the 
Civil  War,  has  been  carried  on  in  constantly  increasing  proportions, 
as  the  following  payments  upon  it  will  show: 


1892  

$ 62,600 

1896  

$ 67,000 

1893  

96,300 

1897  

199,400 

1894  

102.000 

1898  

200,000 

1895  

75,000 

1899  

123,000 

Besides  the  vast  sums  appropriated  for  the  care  and  comfort  of 
the  unfortunate,  which  have  been  heretofore  noted,  the  Legislature 
has  appropriated  the  sum  of  $200,000  for  the  establishment  of  a 
sanatorium  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  which  will  bring  the 
best  scientific  aid  to  those  who  are  thus  afflicteci,  and  protect  others 
by  lessening  the  ravages  of  this  dread  disease. 


• 

The  payment  of  1899  left  but  $71,000  of  this  debt  unpaid.  This  fell 
due  ,cto  January  i,  1902,  when  the  final  payment  of  the  State  debt  was 
made.  In  the  payments  above  stated  $io,ooo  was  taken  annually 
from  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  remainder  came  from  the  State 
Fund, 


Bo<memy  in  State  Expenditures. 

Willie  tlii*  grottt  work  of  enhancing  the  material  prosj>erity  of  the 
State,  of  improving  its  institutions,  and  of  relieving  its  taxpayers,  has 
Woen  progressing,  due  care  has  been  exercised  in  the  matter  of  the 
ordinary  disbursements  for  State  expenses.  This  is  shown  ^cenclx- 

5.'; 
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State  Fund  during  seven  years 


1897. 

State  Fund 
Disburse- 

EsTraurJu-  $2,298,443.49  $2,798,071.85  $2,701,226.97 

uary  310,948.57  191,170.34  778,706.91  699,113.12 

Ordinary  $2,002,1 12.40  $2,107,273.15  $2,019,364.94  $2,102,113.85 


1898. 


1899. 


1900. 


State  Fund 

Balance,  $ 945,345.89 


$1,001,524.45  $1,258,153.42  $2,005,222.16 


1901. 

State  Fund  Disbursements  $3,323,850  28 
Extraordinary,  1,134,063.55 


1902. 

$3,774,810.99 

1,457,912.74 


1903. 

$4,310,926.16 

1,550,964.06 


• 2,189,786.73  2,316,898.25  2,759,962.10 

IJtate  Fund  Balance  ....$2,351,683.17  "$^744,718.26  $2,951,637.17 


increase  of  ordinary  disbursements  ( which 
epresent  the  usual  current  expense  of  the  State),  with  the  increase 
< f our  rapidly  growing  population,  will  show  there  is  not  much 
<1  erence  in  the  ratio,  despite  the  larger  facilities  afforded  the  people. 

^’^If^'Sement  of  institutions,  and  the  improvement  ol  their 
inn! occassioned  a considerable  increa.se  in  their  co«t  for 
naintenance  economies  have  been  effected  in  other  direections  whi?h 
lia\e  neutralized  thi.s,  and  have  kept  the  rate  of  increase  in  the  whole 
olume  of  public  expenditure  the  rate  of  increase  in  the  population  of 
tie  State  In  the  meantime  the  balance  in  the  State  Fund  has  been 
1 icreased  by  more  than  a million  dollars,  thus  making  possible  tS 
^ re.it  extraordinary  appropriation  for  school  purposes,  and  the  return 
tD  lo|-alities  of  moneys  collected  by  the  State  foV  its  own  uses  nS 

s iowi’ng 'than  Jhis™  '"'" 
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FIDELITY  TO  PUBLIC  TRUST. 

I Tlie  Record  of  the  Republican  Administration  for  the  Last 

I Three  Years. 

I When  the  Republican  party  assumed  control  of  the  Executive  and 

legislative  branches  of  the  State  government,  nine  years  ago,  it  not 
only  effected  the  reforms  demanded  by  the  people,  but  at  once  gave 
evidence  of  a purpose  to  conserve  the  welfare  of  all  the  people  by  wise 
legislative  enactments  and  the  judicious  expenditure  of  the  public 
funds.  That  continuance  of  power  has  not  lessened  its  energies  in 
these  respects,  is  easily  demonstrated.  Some  of  the  leading  features 
of  Gcn'^ernor  Murphy’s  administration,  supported  by  three  Republican 
legislatures,  are  the  following: 

IThe  placing  of  State  funds  on  deposit  at  interest,  the  income  from 
which,  according  to  the  last  report  of  the  State  Treasurer,  amounts 
to  $58,760.01. 

The  settlement  of  the  Rutger’s  College  claim. 

The  enaction  of  a law  which  enables  counties  to  elect  smaller 
Boards  of  Freeholders,  lessening  expenditures  and  effecting  better 
government. 

The  law  which  restricts  an^  governs  the  use  of  highways  by  auto- 
mobiles and  high  power  machines,  and  protects  the  public  from  reck- 
less owners. 

Provision  to  relieve  the  Passaic  River  from  present  and  future 
pollution,  and  to  prevent  it  from  being  used  as  a public  sewer,  and  a 
I menace  to  the  health  and  prosperity  of  nearly  one-third  of  the  popula- 
f tion  of  the  State. 

The  introduction  of  voting  machines,  to  secure  the  best  results  of 
public  sentiment  at  elections. 

The  Primary  Election  law,  enabling  every  citizen  to  cast  his  vote 
and  have  it  counted  for  the  candidates  of  his  choice. 


The  enlargement  of  the  Rahway  Reformatory  and  a great  increase 
in  its  usefulness  for  the  reformation  of  first  offenders. 


The  new  School  law,  which  remedies  the  oonstitutional  defects  of 
the  former  law,  and  provides  an  improved  and  uniform  method  for 
conducting  our  school  system. 

The  law  which  prevents  counties,  cities  and  municipalities  from  in- 
curring bonded  indebtedness  without  sinking  fund  provision  for  the 
payment  of  the  bonds  when  they  mature. 

Provision  for  the  establishment  of  a Tuberculosis  Sanitorium,  at 
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which  those  of  our  poor  who  are  aflRioted  with  consumption  may  re- 
ceive treatment  and  cure. 

The  law  creating  a State  Auditor,  to  examine  books  of  departments 
and  commissions,  and  to  establish  a uniform  system  of  expending 
public  moneys  under  proper  supervision. 

The  creating  of  an  Assistant  Attorney-General,  to  conduct  certain 
legal  work  of  the  State  and  its  departments,  which  it  is  believed  will 
effect  a saving  of  $20,000  a year. 

The  reorganization  of  the  department  of  factories  and  workshops: 
the  enactment  of  the  new  labor  law,  and  the  enforcement  of  old  laws, 
for  the  better  protection  and  comfort  of  the  mech.anics  and  laborers 
of  the  State. 

The  appointment  of  a Tenement  House  Commission,  with  legal 
regulations,  to  improve  sanitary  conditions  in  the  homes  of  the  poor. 

The  law  preventing  the  useless  slaughter  of  pigeons  from  traps  as 
a means  of  sport. 

An  increase  of  ahnost  one  niillioi  dollars  in  th.e  State  Fund  in  the 
last  three  years,  and  the  appropriation  during  that  period  of  the  fol- 
lowing extraordinary  sums  for  useful  public  purposes : 

Special  appropriations  for  educational  work,  $67,825. 

Special  appropriations  for  State  charitie?,  $406,626.36. 

Special  appropriations  for  prisons  and  reformatory  institutions, 

$513,317- 

Special  appropriations  for  good  roads,  $668,558.12. 

Increase  in  the  annual  special  distribution  of  school  moneys  to 
counties,  from  $813,750  three  years  ago  to  $970,620.26  this  year. 

Increase  in  taxes  relinquished  by  the  State  to  municipalities  from 
$125,000  three  years  ago  to  $408,000  this  year. 

Where  in  all  the  history  of  Democratic  management  in 
New  Jersey  is  there  a record  to  compare  with  this? 

Courageous  and  Clean. 

During  the  whole  course  of  Republican  administration,  since  the 
party  came  to  power,  every  public  question  has  been  met  with  frank- 
ness and  courage.  Many  difficult  problems  have  been  solved,  and 
those  which  have  recently  arisen,  like  the  subject  of  equal  taxation, 
will  be  met  and  solved  with  the  same  fearlessness  and  fidelity  to  pub- 
lic interest.  No  legislation  which  bears  a taint  has  been  placed  upon 
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our  statute  hooks,  and  the  people  have  not  felt  impelled  to  protest 
against  the  acts  of  those  in  authority,  as  they  did  when  the  friends 
of  race  track  gamblers  and  political  plunderers  ruled  the  State. 

In  the  enormous  volume  of  financial  transactions  created  hy  the 
increasing  revenues  of  the  State  every  dollar  has  been  accounted  for, 
and  no  suspicion  of  scandal,  defalcation  or  wrong  doing  has  ever 
been  circulated. 

The  voter  must  determine  which  party,  by  its  record  es- 
tablished in  the  conduct  of  New  Jersey  affairs,  is  best 
qualified  by  the  standards  of  public  honesty  and  efficiency 
to  administer  the  future  affairs  of  the  State.  If  the  acts, 
as  here  presented,  receive  the  careful  consideration  they 
deserve,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  decision  of  the  peo- 
ple at  the  election  in  November. 


